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AUTIIOR’S PREFACE. 





Turrr is no sea with which our age is so im- 
perfectly acquainted as the Tiozen Ocean; and no 
empiie which has more powerful motives and re- 
sources for extending its information, in this quar- 
ter, than Russia. Although the goveinment has 
made several cffoits, at different periods, to attain 
this object, yet none of their expeditions, except 
the fist two, undeitaken by Captain Behring, for 
the putpose of discovery, have brought them nearer 
the des’ ed poimt; owing to the tmexperience of 
those who planned and executed them, and who 
were neither of them awaie of the endless difficul- 
tics to be combated in a boistcrous clement, and a 
coinei of the globe so mperfcctly known. 

One giand impediment to then success was the 
size of their vessels, which were very well adapted 
foi crossing the main on voyages of discovery, but 
could ill serve the pmpose of passing though 
shallows, and making minute obseivations on the 
shoies, By the removal of this evil I flatter myself 


that not a single bay, island, or mountain, has 
a A 
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escaped our notice, on the coasts of which we have 
taken a survey, and that we have, in addition to 
this, bcen enabled to icctify the mistakes of former 
navigatois, 

Duiing the eight yeas of ow absence T had 
made it my daily practice to note down in my jour- 
nal every thing that appeaicd to me waithy of ob- 
servation, without any intention, howevei :emote, of 
committing my icmarks to the piess; but the ugent 
peisuasions of my fiends, combined with the giacious 
commands of lus [mpetal Majesty, have at length 
ovei-tuled my disinelination Lo give them pub icity, I 
now submit this my humble effoit at contiibuting 
to the general good, with the fullest icliance on the 
indulgence of a candid public. 


A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 
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ARRANGEMENTS FOR 7 I UNEP DITION MY DOPARTURT. 
SSOURNEY LO IREVUISH AND TABKRUISH PI MARKS ON 
Phe TATE R BLAGL—O1 ras \nLIs) UNIN ABI OTD 


PLAC $4, AND NORSLS ~INCANIALIONS OFA JALULISIL 
SHAMAN, 


On the sth of August, 1785, ov date revered soy reign, 
Cit erie the Greet, woos mite ab cre exteicd ty ts see 
mndlesecmas of her edu, was placed tocom an cat, drat 
uhese, Ure plas ¢ cesti tion of on yoy ge to tet rud of 
aduaalty, In dus ste gue her d cottons for a acog ph cab 
and astioiomiedl expe fton to procoet tothe north ew on put 
of Roost, fo lep ooecttaa gle tue ud log de 
of (ie mouth of (eve Roly oa, tyck ow oa trp of its 
banks, gomprehendu, ewo eon ct ‘bs Gots moun. 
tains, the cistern cooc, and the me aicious as mids scat Ged im 
the caste ort a, te tr wt esors ag An tet, ant, Invly, 
of obtua xomore ceo ote Cy mb wee with the sees 9 p rite 
ing ccontne b> bhitss for t ecowtol Ate ier 

Com vedo © Josep a Pullin za vas ap pated lect at the ox e+ 
ditton: tre otier ofhee s wae, Kobat Hall, Gaw py Suyts~ 
chow, oad Ch stan Bohai, beater ts5 A thony Bot how 
ard Sergei Brrwhow, stec s acars Mie at Rolbeck, fist 
smgeon, Mark Sar, secret y, Jos ph Lowe cs, mee et 63 
Luka Woromn, coving niistal, and Wassila Sim cew, chaps 
lam. Doctor Kat Mae succer ed assessor Pobm om the des 
pa tment ol rat. tbisto y, whose al health obi zd hum to te~ 
sigvtay sit trom tT ketsh. 

Agueably to the arrangements of the cmpiess, Con nodore 
Billigs was to be twice p omotid darps Gc voyage, and the 
anfe ior officers once ‘Phe wave ere, accordmg to thar re- 
spective inuk, were to recuse duub co pay dint, ihe voyage, 
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with the ad Lt onal reco apence of a yeu’s double pay on tt esr 
depa tucad ctu. Besides which, the super o offcc s were 
tol nea pension fo ve; ac hose who might be cs dled aa 
the « vice, Were to ete othalt-pry. The wives a dc len 
aloo suchas ded danig te cxpediticn, were to teccive the 
Lal pay of har Jusban sor fathe 93 te waves unt] ther se 
cord mar agcy Co dete; and the childien cntl they cane 
ot age. 

"Phe vutous prepa iio sur the exped ton listed 5s thonths, 
al tle necessa y sto oneal dst rats ban, occ cd fom 
Engload, woulevuer thie wes occa pid in cole rg tat ys 
and tina p csents for the suea2nlabta ts, aswel sme os 
of gold, sila, aid coppe, which were stuck for the same 
Plipose. 

Aosortthe mid le of Septembe , £ was cispatdl ed wit sone 
workt cifor Poceshe ah to Ochotsh, to forward the requisite 
pepretorsat the c tla it p.ces. Le stdiess of the roads 
gecth acta ccd ny po. os ist tas Tooctsh, out this occ 
mont co sed wath bic sctimzam of the cold weatha. On the 
Gy of Octobe, Tcacti ged my whee c vel cs fo sedges, 
witi whic L passed over he aver Litysch. ‘ihe cen the Ob 
not be , scton the Qdt_, we crossed at im the hots, but yot 
wihio tvcy ect Once. 1 ag tle rest of my taney | 
fourd I the otha sivas passive by the slaiges, except 
Augart, 11 the neizhoou hood of Likutsh, wl ch, foo. the vio- 
lence of tie st ean, cmiiwsopen ol Vecombay, ard Tieicl cd 
this pl ce on the 10tn of Noven her . 

My ousiess here was to exa unc the state of We truspo t 
essels rid ourdoag on teials, dat whateva wes wnt, 4, t 
ve ploviced oy Ordar of the govermor gerval, ar |, cise ol a 
do ae cy tiuiuber, bills wee to oc proce cdo nah Ate 
bace s. These ae uge hows of a pecttia constuction, nade 
either of wood 01 Cus, 

{In tie Tatler case, the sides of the boat © ¢ cove cd with te 
suisof seaea mele rsterd cf parks. Pay ce y to rcight 
to sixtec oa s, out have ro adee 

Alte having mace the necessiy cuciiies, and obto ed on 
ope rorder from the governer-get eral, to the prone rd aiigns= 
tates authotisms Un to aftod ne cvery poss rerssistuied, L 
fet PhusGir Deconbe , ant a ivedin beaish on the Oth 
of Janu iy, flr a joumy stl mors tedious th athe domme. 
The oct wes ve y good as fats the mve Lavi, bit our prs 
sage oscrthe rough ce of tay st cam to the town of Aluka: 


FIk te. 9 €0 Guc ato 85900 m nosy 465 Po plst im os 
fen Petest gaya ¢ Mey Cac kulig wept attic inte of Jo Ge niu, 
asLesimearacy - 
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was extomely troublesome, Botween Aluhma and Jahutsk, 
Yesporenced 16 meo vercnee fiom the ready but mech font 
the horses, which being used in those ports only for atding, d ew 
or slelgcs ove y slowly, 

dakutsk, sit uted on the left bank of the Let , is the oldest 
of al the eres im that quute. ‘Phe ostog*, oF woo fen for 
tresy, was crccted mi the yeu 1617, id socn ifte wads the 
building of tie town commenced. Uhis old cdifice, with ats 
towers,o1s still stars 2, bitas some places is fader ve y much 
to der y, Wthr the cnclos oe tier is a pible bod ig of 
store, md a clinch. thee are, besues, two stone chinches; 
on by the convent, te other im the tow , and two of wood. 
All the dwelling Iotecs are budt of wooc, im the old Russian 
taste, with hee ad Ue e Jakutish Fits mterspersed betwecn 
then. ‘Lhe want of glass for the woicaws is supplied ether 
by asinglass or by bhid ters an the 9: omer, and plates of ice 
in the winter, froser to fiemes by stow. ‘These ae conte 
nually sprinkled with wates, which is quickly congealed by the 
catrcic cold of the climate, to sucha degiee ax to icsist the 
stot est heat of aroom. Tie light pe ctr ites throug! these 
aeeewind 5m a smi manner as it docs though glass covered 
with white fost. 

Crcaubibit ts of the town consist of civil office s, Boga 
ren Kade, +, Kos ks, Jakutsh ue cl ants, end Gtuaas, Dae 
Litter are yrncepally cates, some ef wion, ever among the 
felons, Fave an cnded then hves, and attached toe nselves . gam 
foal sccety. Fa fact, thisaane ko wil genetally hold good, 
that criminals of the lowest anda, sent to Siberia for cat aor 
dmuy ciics, te aight of which impresses ty with honor, 
not only lave tro tberty, bet use it with the g catest modeta~ 
don Many of than gan de contilence of the mbhabitants, 
mduesdnuttc i to then Touses im dilic cat a prates Tey 
an, of cor sc, puruicularly ou then guad to prevent even the 
+ asomof dowg aniss, fro the cpp dorseu of berg de- 
Lnetee over to perpet Ulabou an the mites of Nertschink [, 


VThew dostes sleetasttcd f cs fT whe te Ross ans 
Puc cw ewe bac ost, OWA, 8 OO Sed Ce 
wos, Ost sate ¢ put fo ren + eryybeone te 
yeco wlukeac ytyor gf tse Gy ec sce Georg, wien he 
siys, Ele wow de castes to aber scene ge cu, ter wlocvea 
Wwe form The penotax ory a warh, the wor eo th gown d 
root ob oy ge wire os Re 

Ac stre crb yes poy Ste ye des pos tof 
moor st ohy who vee ir cs ys cubice pao lcy 
onc et 8 1c ttoPete tc Gab 

CGa st cradle a certo tas cul ytaceplaci Cus ics ect stice 
Chat porioc , dar chen rr Cutie mes te g ) ic pe dec ubitees were sesuedy ta 
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It 1s beyond all doult, thit many of these poo c eatures ere 
possessed of good fee ts, ad have boon hued, by sere im 
adentil of urgent cucumstances, mto ths commission of alio- 
e€lOL 3 CLINCLS. 

Lecedless of the remoistiances mado me aginst travelling 
thatro d father im th> writer seasoa, [set off fiom Jakutsk 
on loisebach, attendee with a retinue of Jakuts for my gti e, 
aid pock horses to cary my bagg 4c and provisions, having hid 
ina stock for two moiths, and finshed myseli, acchie nz to 
the custom ef the cout by, Wit a Coek Of uber Said ud tt 
protection ¢g.iist the seve ily of Ue ch nate, 

‘the coi mander | id provided me with a Kosak, who cculd 
speak Jrhutish and Forgistish, oad who served as my ters 
prete dota with the guides ard the difle ent dishicts throt gh 
which 1 passed, and L found him every whe e mcispansible, the 
Russ1ai ben gy nuther spoke 1 nor tnccistood in those puts. AlL 
my cou tymen, without exception, settling hue, make them-~ 
selves acquainted with then language for pu poses ol lade; a 
motive which eanuotn fience them to lean ou’s. 

Fiom Jakttsk to tie river Aldan, 050 weists distant, the 
road led ane thhotgh Jakutish clusses, or dwelling places, 
over plains scatle ed with woods, lakes, com-fields, and MLit~ 
dows, ‘Lhe woods, every where, cor sisted of larch antl beech 
tos. Ai uuss comprehcr ds 4 cutam number or dweilings, u- 
cer the government of a Knasch4, o-elder We generally pass~ 
ed owt gl ts1i the ju ts of these Kuesky, and were always re~ 
ceived wath great 1 ides, Hospital ty ts, m fact, the f st vi- 
tue among the Jakuts m gonial No sooner does a t aveller 
enive at a place, than they hoster towa ds him, holpmg bum off 
Ins horse, and concuctng him into then jurt, culagimg then die, 


ercet ceacee cr of the fs 4 ast bins ec e wank; aw, uder 
Po, tee were y fow cxce tO sy 1 woe bor du gerce of sty og 
To owas te touted ceomce © Fo chaccst © Mes? says tag 
nico, re tt Gterbe esto rm nerivee soy yr ve os 
Merlo mic dry oe ¢ waited pose? Liem ot ar 
ot Ste tre t, west wrveted om grec re, ts dese e¢ yu 
eso woos te cmc ie to, awo vwo dane cee ter 


sie ewsn cy Th, ower wo vy ee vie t 1 
wher slo oavet the seat 33 and tecrist ty novokiy her by b ong 
dota ues pole oy tsp to rescnpe, 9 cae zed tc aps 
yOu yo a go yt of wre, Of coos cd ,adths 
* fhe 1 Coyes weet te ce ety Etrsrier 
Lt. MOE EG y SE wreeese ad sab tack 
fa ‘ vey, dues coved ty th ao oot nec, ww fst 
Rh © the te fee Sco bob tea Vet yous, bat 
meter CO pcsccab nie by et ot Toe «a a. won et 


co eC ee oth Comect wr co ster ce, Vd fiegre tly ed be eyes 


wt Cis 
thia teedumtveo t swo af cyt Russ, 1p rice 
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t hing off ly clothes, « d cleam zg then fion the siow, &e. 
Dhe ved is naderervly fo limintle iostictued plice, the table 
cove cd wita the best the hose crt cfloid, a d his comfoit 
cowu led move y putictla to lic utmest of ther powers 
wic to al ths cv ty ticy sonct cs acd the preseit of a 
“forgo sires shia Lalways st ove to ep y tien kridness 
by such talks as L huew to be most acceptisle Pooaceo is a 
Srl ow swt) tea, drt eye > 90 Xt Wage atly fond of 
boty, tha wher one gl sss give ihe n ticym ke no scauple 
o shag o coccond, rid ver ath do Ee Stkuts< © pro- 
Pooydsv vee tava ‘noewt cae ‘Lis rot i.e eon 
verted fo Maio a tansn. Pas appeas ev dnt fiom a simie 
Joatty of trarfeaties, then mode of lif, and st more ther 
la tage, WE ch app o.cres so nerly to tie Tatu dialect, that 
ove af my attendants, who was a ‘Latta , undcistood mast of 
wl t they sad without myc cu ty. 

Thenivoe o Jch us who have cmbraced t e Chiistiin faith 
snot me msiderable, yet the mayonty ae of the poorer el ss, 
wo Lave sehmitted to be b ptiseel sera ps 11 oc er to be feed 
fo sone yo. ¥ fom fle pol -tex. ‘Iheach ue not disposed to 
mis cearpla dt of woes, nor the use of me t, bitte , milk, 
bt dOVe « » se flesh, cum the fists, as eajomed by the 
a hohe tite. Phe litte asthe x cutest delice ey they cu pos- 
sibly gorcense, a dthey ofte a tell Uc Russians, that uf they were 
ore tor ke pepe mei fon the Aesh of a horse, they 
sould nv inte prefer it to the ten lerest beet They cat the 
{tet 955 1d cows mosty raw, wi hott any additioa, and 
© okou ted octte with ¢ ¢ g catest avid ty, which latter they 
to. Cast excolkat emedy orm ny disude s, and rub den 
sec wil ait wee ncecss y By way of preifyrny ¢ © 058 
cic they pate peecot aw ft ato its Pimd to sick. [1 
str wy, Wied Cnecsfor, Uy n set 1 Aumys 1 om the 
nth, « ¢ the miner of fe PT tas. “Prem ever ge, it 
waka, Consists of sour milk, anc wind batter, aud water, 
which bf oaie dot un pea ove Ue ee at will wpe, 


thit : nost 1 t food 1s Corposcd of thmgs forbicds i by 
ov (be Gooch) duck, bit or omests keep the converte | 
Jo hits vey stact to t duty, and wo not <Low ticn to 


terch eat oe. Uele thitis prolubited, out as they have 1 
the com, frit, nor fs , 1s atnost 11 possible for them to 
hs tisomity Poe caus, the core, wy so am ny Jakets 
reman heathens, may oc att ibeted to the wudulpence of the 7 
Zppe ites, 

Loc Ftkitish j us ae but fon the ground, desaibiwg a 
scamme of more or fess magminds, according to the size of the 
pity. ‘Ehey # st dive turec rows of poles fast mito the cart ay 
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the middle one of whicsissitha lila cum the taaon cach 

sce Onrtiese pocsthey oy Tee coms oss v ays Ce 

rig, Whe accovecd wilh ol, ams, © rew owth 

lea, miladecrgy Trine co tent oo oy 

raly oceuped by a he rth, fom whenee the smove oe cr nicd 

ott by a sol of climey, corpexd o ong Teh say 
plistecd athe side wil ot. Pew to pic 1 

upughtd cctionon thehort,addef carve est sos el 

cdi mg thewnte. Broadherahs oe fscad or dile w tbs of 
the juts o huts, whicl ac cividec ol oy pp tthoist tosccn ay 
places. ‘Pin ho wdc tho ae k pl visp at Nie g 

eopiected wit, thst. ¢t roe 4, iu ch lb cy pss, 
fiom w) ence the whole dwelling is fe dwath orotic «ives nll 

The s mmer juts ve to eti Clee f on de wiita 

ones, and | yo another rin, oe scald asses, Ucy oe 

ronid and comer, mics of lo 3 poles, aid covacd o1 the 

outside wath the bik of trecs. 

The uch Jaktt) wy te skus of cead a, aid the poo 
those of horses, Vcr dicssas the same nist uneran waite, 
eacept, tiatin the | tfar cise thoy use toe fur wita the ski, ad 
ji tic fotac the shm. one. Tisteutof ost t they cove the 
Dicast with a cloth, auc over Het wea a fur wusteow ada 
Tong cot of the same. The h ccches co notreich the huce, 
Wucrlisa distinct co ema, fistene | wath thoags, ad cont- 
nuod fiom the cell by a Jeathe 1 busvm, aver which they wew 
a smtol hoots, ced, vt et log gs, eterbrsen Pose m 
better chcumstances dezo1 te ther Lips with cloths of red on 
bhe tirnmed quite round, anc astcrcdio deg de, 

Wheiese ada ses out on + jourwy, le b dss da ge 
Muife, fxed ina long stich, to 1s g cc, ud tives bis ston, 
flat, md tneerwty ain, the ktt1o which as prepuce fom 
Wormwood In the hind pact at lus boat Ec tives tus wooden 
p'pe, Tava sasoltibe, sp tcown t + mice, fo the cone 
von coo cr a cleamec,ene estemed wth fois Ele macs 
moiet ch als wd st witht s tohcco, the fins of which 
he mastls swatlows wit het thrown into 1 state of stupefiction. 
Tle cofinds this pictice o1 the giot ¢ of ails efficacy ay unst 
abdomenal comple ts. 

The ordtay cress of he Jakutsl female differs bit li le 
fiom that of the female but thei cist gn ments ne Tonge and 
lager than usua » bu ig bored witht uy pleccgy of C00 et 
clot end Camese stufls, worked wth bits of sive © © Copou 
cfc tact es end edged wrl tb oad t.ummn yg of beaver 
and ofter’s shm Lor th stheey they have a particuha cap, cme 
Dlhs ed woh tice tullsof fatas They com tue ¢ 19 
witl luge siler rings, aad fom then hep ato a Jorg queuc, 


PIAIN OF SNOW. ] 


On the Sthof Pub ury, stopp 1.t the last F ki tsk dwel 
dn, pices; it was de yoaitol cimy hd Kes, wlot cc tie 
offce of lak to tie aiisc of that castact, nea the se ae time 
poucad the con a ad postloscs "Pe road ft tit o4 

etervds through wa umehibited country of 400 versts Although 
t ¢ lowsces arporitudic us wen vy good, yel the Jorts sep- 
gec ne fowl some devs, thittheym jit cst fom the libours 
of the ficld be orc th y ente cd on 50 ong re Cuno sa jeu 
bey *Lyrcdece tet cu req est, ane they kept the cre ite cs tied 
Up for vee yey QS them a ave y svall porto bay 
o ly once m twe ity fou hors. Ou tie 11th, we puisued our 
routth ough woods tid matshy plains, where nos to tac wes 
yoble,no ry gt defor the traveller but wh tthe Jakuts Lad 
mide for themselis. We passed over en mmaense t ct of 
comtly, that Pp eset fal vwthing wortl y of observation, t il we 
Came betwiat Cli 5 of lofty mors tas, anc followed cic cou se 
oases formasy miles, ether tiuching fo ,, its woory bans, 
or crossing ttsice anc ats Loads, "Plis chigle va tation wis sic 

cecced by an cndlesy plata, cov ed wath srow 92 excessively 
deep, thatow ho ss could mot day the nselves onwa d with- 
out the utmost diPalty "Me dik ty call this thet ain 
Svtoo tit, and ae very ar ous to Faster t ough atas quickly a4 
possible, jor teu of bang su prized by bal weatrier, am 
viick Cueshe whole castes m oho oo vased a the seows 
ficquert wstarccs of wer were clad to me vy the gr ides. 
We wee, howeve , fort ate enough to pus th: pe ilo 4 spot 
Tou ¢ty, and craved et the souta of the river Amog tinog- 
gigas which, «flr your rey 4 95 seasts Lathe , brought us to 
theaner Karke, whose sins aecovercd wil warn sp ags. 
Thue we found asi gle Fiketish gut, the dwollts of 1 poor 
peasant, who h dno cute, cod hved only on the fish aid par 
tac,es Uiat ue vey ple ule ir those puts. 

My guices tel mg me the next no nig we hal only to t avd 
turd wschisclert, or abort 70 se sts to. the next place on the 
Onchar. TL was now ny te nto oe 1 saouy to Leste 10 wards, 
that Lonight reach the spot that day, and sleep once moi ma 
Wam jut, ata avg spot eleven uncisy auf ts am the ope 
moog an. the bate. cola | Pamvetck ot wage char bas node 
of uavell ng hid become almost it ppoitable tome Havag 
been the whole dy cn ho sebach, ad the whole 1ightim the 


"Acree txtaco che cs StL cor tyast co wiid> are 
ert wecsowtirv co cb ts ae y Ageet wt he rau 
f tte, ners pot Seve ve row told 
be Risse att eo, ter ser estew rd ow v 
pa We sor be Ressas deuorey ot be Awe us, 


porug. totli tor py tae) t 
Be 
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siow, withont eve clangiig my lima, or te aig off my dotley 
cung the whole time. ‘Li ty vests oeyond or last hts 
abode, we passec the iver Coata, vid after crossiig ye dint 
mei ows, teached the fi st urls late ii the eve yr 

My iesolution was to have taker i ile repose hee, bet 
lea mg that the hiask of the dst ret hved 40 ve sts fi tia, 
remounted next momm,, and set off with tes vgou. Ou 
ow way we had occasion to cross ag ect Chim of mounte is, 
named Atbis, to which the Jivuts pry homage, oy in fiet they 
do to all distmeuished movntatis, by depo itn, faa ay cf 
horse-harr on the tices = My ,uidcs cid not on it tus ce cmony, 
each Jakut teang out some haus fiom listo s.’¢ tal, or mane, 
and Langing them on the necrest brancles of Ue trees. 

Ou horses were so jaded fom hed labeuw ud want. of food 
that they cu ied us with diftice ty the lit 5¢ge to Onekon, 
Dug the whole of the jouncy they woe allowed Lit two 
howis in the momnmg before day Dicah for 3 azn, beg ted up 
the rest of ther gltas soon ase wea ghted, and the 4 ass which 
they kicked up with then hoofs wes so withered and iolten us 
to hive lost all its met itive qe lly, but 11 some plies, even 
this misc able fodder was not to be found, so that Lam por 
suaded the poor beasts « d not get im the twelve days ag much 
food as they ought to have had 11 twauty fom hows. 1 lea nf, 
however, fron expanauce, thit, witiout sucl a precaution, they 
would not have gone hilt the wiy, for some ot the horses, 
though the neghgurce of the gu us, havtag rolled themsclyes 
in the stow wh Ie the sweat was upon them, wee cover ¢ the 
neat mormg with such la ge ulcais pon then riehs, that they 
could not boa either a suddle or any offer hacon the J aku 
Teft them unguarded an the woo, ute © ag to take them en 
then actuunin cise they had accovare, but if not, they were 
still oblige Lto cary then owncs. 

On teachtig O vehon, L put ap at the jt of ay invalid Ko- 
sik, cluk to tie kuask of that place € was her founed 
fait tae detp sow would prevent me puts ing the joumey to 
Ochots, on horsehick. Some Kosaks had yt st been making ur 
attempt to go this reac with t ¢ post, and ater dosrag cll 
ther horses, wee ty a, 0 get back o1snow hoes, whe tiey 
fortunit ly met wits te Re adce -Tuna cs, who thus wed their 
lives, am coiscyed tem to Ocho sk Roam ea, whch oe om 
ge eral use ong the ocean tite pa tear pas” gy fod Cie 
place tor ott, tevery well cule ted > te vse, b= 
mez detuncd nather by the cccpest novs tthe wi te ca he 
wit macbesitt mane. Ltictoe,, dlycor te te 
wutuntil the return of lic messcngu, diprte cht oto da 





fy , ga ‘ : 
' of frbulian S yetasf- eoewrel ngties etbed Wo cttre aoank Mueh 

4 

ve 


ee 


yrxs ron Tur prvit! 13 


#uses in the mountainons ountries, who wander about wits theig 
gots ud ther reriwee : 

lithe mean time, Lad an opportunity cf wit essiag tie 
nea ita ions of eJdakitisistamir Ile wis imvited by a sick. 
“person to appease tie e il spittt supposed to have scat the ds- 
order. ‘Lhe shamm exchanged Ins nana J katsh dicss for the 
habit of his office, made of ren deer leather (called Rudwtg'), 
which reached not much above the knec, aid was cove ed over 
with nariow thongs, aud thin bits of tion of d'fic ent ships aid 
sizes, Efay ng mace his. angencats, counted lis han thet 
was fistencd togctle tpon ‘us ‘iad , smo\ec a pipe of tobacco, 
took Ins ta nbounme, sected humeelf m the m dst of the ‘jut, 
and beating 1 fist at Jong intervals with Lis holajach, ora flat 
stich coverc Twith se‘ndec sku, sung thin n’s song, riwlich, 
as my mntciprcter told ime, he challenged ell tie sever spi its 
ander h’s command A fay m'nites uterwards he beg nto bew 
1 $ ta nbow ime again, a d bawl wit g ei vehemencc, stand ng ip 
and addiessing himself n ditfe ent positions, and then to jump 
and hop about the sick parson to tae sou id of hay inst ument, at de 
same me scicam ng witha horiole voice, and d storing bi 
self ina hideous m uncer Thislew wati the disheycllud Lair, 
ro led bacawud and oma d with sich nr pidity hat it ered to 
be maed by pimgs, his eyes ghred bike those of a maniac 
ali 1 gsoorifte , Font ¢ viol-nt cserfio , into a sot ¢ 
swoon, Wo vagus uscd tien cnCeayotts to support ain, — Le- 
cove iw, Ma ewmmilss, he c led fora k fe, with which he 
slab cd bon self athe Jory, ard coma. ced a J hut to dine 
ne the werponto the ]t; ther gomy ts the }cr th, Le took out 
live bu nny coals, and swal owmy them, danced without dio- 
cover any symptoms of pun. At lougth he pulled the knives 
ott ot his body; ang, altar von itnyg the cous with so ne difli- 
culty, began to proplicsy tiat the sick mn would be setter af 
he offered a iorse to te wicked sprit which tor ncntd hom; 
at the 61ine tune dem ag ths colot of the horse to be saculice. 
Xn all such cases, the fot, of course, always fully upow the fate 
test andl & oreest, 

Tesh nans denvind nothn g for then trouble, bet are con- 
tented with what 13 giv_n them: they have, however, always 
ve pavace of the fro sut.t tue fewt on the se ifce, weed 
they cat with a yo acious appetite Vor the evil spit they 
setapart the ead, Ics, tal, ame shia, which, wher stuctched 
upone pole, ae tug gu a buch, or Lach tice, trom whence 
they ary never remover. 


* Lic tin wodyketicn be” g ny, de otfer J akuts cr tting dieit’s 
of, bat cated the de so pease ty 
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Tea di wher the Fo wm ce yoy with all these propk, 
prvats them fie nba, opeatcc ef oye ceptor, dte 
corcetof thar 10d ntaicouse Wiley dsp isco tim 
every one still move rithe opr oa, abw eva happy tho ya 
the shaman is fected ma supe rita wey by te ae of dk 
vis, Jbispeidce of corse Tad ft cmen ppe t uty of 
imposin, sevual tacs tid ebsinditics pon tle so ast tows ay 
rormece of the mt Ctuce, such os pete 3 lo bave te power 
of hiowimg the past, poscat, md fat © oo eon fg the 
wind and storms, of pro ony fue o bet weuthe , of funds 
ing gth azs that ae lost, of her a, he sua, alo cig ood 
spoit,fo te hente, Aeoaad all which they never neglect to 
finn {0 then own + a Lae. 
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The messenger efurned an tv Ive days, b raging with hn 
twenty-five rendee, a jut, aud two Laagissh tem acs, with 
which L pu sued my jou ney fiom Onchor on the Lith of 
Mach. 

Some of the andect were snployed for ca yrig 0 povie 
sions and clothug, anlethe s wares deled far om use. Tt was 
some time before F coud accustom ysoe to U5 a ode of tae 
mg without rea meonyen ce, CO Smee’ ving 1¢ tle ghlis 
nor sti ups, cud ty sr Incsy se caly low ag are a fio acat, 
Tticstedorti stoul sol therad cay ee waso ly ticd by 
asnale slehttlo 2 sotutwitrt eomall st os of balance | 
must neni tly bis aun. Adother atte thorg slug yoind 
the nec] of fC catt crersee wa a udte, 

Tic uste ywe wer6 30 veists. dn tie com neneemont the 
road | edus ova re cow, and aftarwucs though t woo ly 
yale su ornesd wih not ms. Wetoo. tp otr abode to the 
ught or airot um, adou wi 512 moss, tie divouite dict of 
‘the remieg, whee tab wasccctad. Pac (Pong ise men 
having cut the poles forte pet, a dag ce the tie, Ue ae 
maindui was dae oy the we a, who u ot TS eo unce, 
unpicsed the baga geoy td tied ep the quit) ‘These people 
canyabowvatl thon the amete ails forsecha sheltar, such 
as the rowdizen, 1 picees of beth sowed together for a cow 























Pay gutta Bern a Prats treeders CDS, GOL YHOO? apie (for ae | p> L 


tA 


NW KIND OF BLACK PUDDINGS 1% 


yeving, Herissim which the poles me fastened, and the cur- 
fame used in the place of doors. 

Those yurls ae commonly round, bke those of the Calmucks, 
and camel Cow ds the top, with an onening to gre vent to the 
snoke; wlich, how ver, scldom .sce Is, pa ticulaly i severe 
weather, owtig to te fie bag mide im the cutie. Tie tole 
low gdyi we p sed ow joutuey over no mts, woods, 
md tuden*, by c rout known only to the ‘Tunguses. On 
conmig, up to theghachsol some remdec , 01 g udes immediately 
informed.us that thoi count-ymen were not a day’s chstance fiom 
uss which proved to be accanate, as we overtook them in the 
evetung, at Ute plioe where they had cucamped for the mght. 
Thes: people ac i very cleve m asee tun. g, fiom the ap- 
pearance of tie icrilecr t aces, bola m winter aad sunmer, 
not oily the nu uber of a umals that have passed, but the length 
of time that has elapsed since the tracks wee made. The 
nest day they exch nged ieindee with fis, giving us fiesh ones 
in the place of our own, that were alreatly jaded. 

After some days wo reached a spot on the river Ochota, cal. 
led, by the Tunguses, Ueza; where they assem ale from all 
qui ters, once ayeu, md holda fan. [ee the habitats 
of the tos 5 m ct tie mountainecs, and ba ter thelr tobaceo, 
kunves, pins, t thefts, nd cloths, for acindeer shins and died 
mel ogtish. The fo net would be considc able gate ¢ by this 
exchinge, if, instead of th awang wy then profits upon spnits, 
they canied home thew merehand ces, and disposed of them at 
a good muket 

Toe Tunguses ae an stierant peop'e; unoug"our the 
whole yoo mcussastly moving wity then houses, tan ly, and 
pope , for pace to tice. Notumg bet want, ian, or 
trade, Cur det intact a whole week m one spot; but they re- 
ga deven thy estar tes a great putishment ‘Then remdecy 
cary the eflcets, co isisting of then clothes, jurt, and eat bles ; 
Dut tiey never doad them with a gieater waght has 60 pounds, 
Tatts unable ta ride we pur in paunels, lined with moss on 
one side, TL. viag an eqial weigat on the ote: to preserve tha 
bilaice — Phey se%e nble the J wuts in thet method of preity. 
liga ciying 1 fu, oy giving it apiece of fit to suck. The 
mon and women ride, Jeiding the beasts of brider. "Pie 
niches of the Tunguses consist altogether of icindeci, some of 
them having upwards of 2000, which usually giaze m mossy 
places, and in gear pends, put whiever may oe the extent of 
then possessions, they ate very loth to slaughter any af tem foy 


s~. 


* Tice venply ma 215, boggy cour ics, covered oly with moss wid 4 
tery seal Lust cs 
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food, unless they be any waydamiged; they cve tp refer ta ent 
dure woger for many cays, or contcart ther elves with tie ak 
of tices, or old shrivel cd shin, which they constntly eriy 
about with tieti, to serve im case of exgcucy, Pley eat up 
every pat of the animal whicl they kil, rot throw ng y, 
even the inpuntics of the bowels, wth wateh they mi he 
asoitof back paddings, hy anntuane ot blood and fat. Tey 
eat no aw ment, cven when died, out they ae fond of tic 
raw minnow fiom the bones, which faving tasted myself, £ 
did not find offensive, . 

Ou the Q7th of Miicl, otr vemdc car ied us to A Res at 
place so called fiom {he user of that nme rumim, 1ito the 
Ochota. Tere we founc some podest sat Ti nguses, who 01 
foot nm summer for want of renee. fn the winta they hi- 
ness dogs to then navies, and build their forts a der g aud; bat 
jn other respects do not differ fom the other ives of tier 
nation, 

At this plice, L esehanged my iemdeer for the dogs urd the 
nates. These are hight sledges, aout twobe fect loo aid 
two bioad, and a foot and balf Ingh fion We bottom, “The 
wae of so slicht a stiuctite that they iny be comeyed by h sul 
‘Tew or twe ve dogs are Laineseed to them by means of sill 
cords, with a fage rem between, se ving as a pole. Pho 
foremost couple are used to insight o It at a word, But 
when the d iver wishes to stop the naile he fixes his oschtol in the 
snow, through tic sl ge. 

The oschtol 13 a thick stuf tipped with jon, and hiving a 
rattle at_ one end, by which the pace of the dogs ss quick 1c. 
Towards the sping this mode of travel iig becomes exccwsiscly 
Incommodions, for the na tes having no mdanted stats, wd tra 
road beiyg often meven and stucp, is not caf eyrent orto 
traveller toe thrown over, ane sonntires priched on the 
stumps of tices, of other had scbst neces, partenaly when 
the dogs get scent of an nimnl, and hecome ungose rable In 
pinsuit of an otter, for csample, they ere not to be restcined 
from going into the water, and crazging then nates after herr; 
so that if the duver be not desterous enough either to tinn oven 
the conveyance, o1 to jump out, is hfe ym g eat diager. 

Whenever ticie is ag cat fall of snow, or tt be dhiven iato 
unustially large heaps, then two or thice pergons ate obhycd to 
go before to make a track, and muk the roid, by the p sttion 
of the ticcs, mountans, nd rivers the suaw, taugs tic tden, 
will be sufficiently fim to boat any werght anid the retain of 
war n weather, 

On the 9711 of Mach LE auived at Ochotsk, situated on the 
shore of the sea called by its nami, close by the mouth 
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COMMBRCL OF OCTOTSK, As 


conflax of the two tives Ochota and Kuchtui. The 
Ochota washes its sandy giavelly beach every summer with ve- 
Temence, cartying away whole houses with it yeasly ; so that 
the town has already lost thiee stiects within a shoit ume ; while, 
on the other hand, the beach receives an annual accession fiom 
‘ihe stones diiven to it by the storms, The goveinment having, 
therefore, resolved on transplanting the town to a safer situa~ 
tion, no new houses ae now erected, and the old ones, which 
were built upon the establichment of the place, ae falling to 
decay. *Ochotsk hasa wooden chuch, a palisadocd fortress, 
and gome magazines. The inhabitants consist mostly of peisons 
in military and civil capacities : the latte: of whom puincipally 
belong to the lately established yudicatuie 11 the stadtholdeiship 
of Irkutsk. On this establishment, Ochotsk became a enpital, 
comprehending the peninsulas of Kamtschatka, the Aleutian 
and Kuihan islands, and the whole coast fiom Ochotsk to the 
‘Tschukatish cape, within its uusdiction. 

‘The trade of this place is canied on chiefly by meichants 
Aion othe: towns, who bing provisions an | other meichandizes, 
of Emopean or Asiatic manutactuie, for the Russians, Tun- 
guses, Jakuts, Kosaks, and Tschukatians; all of whom, except the 
fiat, make their payments it skins, There ate also tiading com~ 
papies, having then agents, who build small ciaft at Ochotsk or 
Kamstéhatke, aud dispatch them to the Aleutian islands, and 
Noith Amenca, for the puipase of collecting fms. ‘The crew 
me hired fiom all pats of Russia, and the command ol the 
whole is entusted to an experienced t uder, entitled pere- 
dowsehtsclik, 0: foraunner, who has been on two or thice 
such expeditions helae. Besides this, the | area plo- 
vides 2 mate and steeisman to conduct the vessé. Then voyages 
hequently last ten yes, and on their retmn, the produce is di- 
vided into certain portions, called pai, 

Hiaving made the object of my mission known to the com- 
maniler, I commenced my examination of the vessels, stores, 
and building maternls; but found every thing so shattered and 
decayed a3 to be totally unfit for use. Ia my rambles among 
the woods, ET was not much moe successful, having found, 
wit tin the compass of above 100 weists, but few trees sufli- 
ciently Inge for building our vessels. Nothing could exceed 
the torlsomeness of this research, althougi it wis considerably 
seheved by the kindness of my worthy friead, the collegiate as- 
sessor Koch, who accompanied me puicly fom the desire of 
aiding me with his knowledge. We set off in the beginning of 
Apuil, and were obliged to go 70 weist: in snow-shoes. Of 
these there sre two soits; those which me Inoad and covered 

\* nadeineath with reindee: shin, for the soft snow ; and the others, 
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dorig, narrow. and plain, for the had snow Tiom our inex- 
peiichce im this mode cf tavelling, we often sprained our 
anclés, got entangled in the shrubs, or fell into heaps of snow 
so very deep, that neither of us could have been saved without 
‘the tissistance of our attendants, ° 
After my returi, my first concern Was to procure men to fetch 
the wood ; but in this respect the comttande: was undble ‘to af- 
ford ine any great assistance; the Yow men he gnve me ‘being so 
afflicted with the scmvy that they could scarcely walk, gauch less 
do nny labour. The poner classes here are very subject to 
this disorder, owing partly to the damp and cold weather, «nd 
partly to their diet, which consists of salt fish and a sow liquid, 
called burduck. Meat and fresh fish ae scarcely to be pro- 
cured for money 3 every other kind of provision Is to be pm chased 
only at an immoderate price, a pond of butter costing thice 
shillings ; the same quanti y of Aower one slulling ; oatmeal nine- 
pence, andother thmgsin proportion. People in any tolerable 
situation usually lay in then stock for the yem at the simmer fan, 
1 procure it from Tikutsk ; and those who entnot afford to do 
this must submit to all the hardships of want and bad food. 
On my anival here, L might have experitncedl a similar fate af 
Thad not met with so friehdly a 1eception fiom the ab per 
sons of the place, who not only thvitell me to their tables, ‘but 
exerted thei utmost to Jessen the difficultios 1 had fo encounter. 
At the close of April, the Ochota was cleared fiom the ice; 
and the ‘water ‘awelling to of astoriishing height, occupied all 
the lowlands with rapidity, but rettuhed to its houndaries again 
“in the space of ten days, When severdl soits of fish, such ws 
malmes*, ktmsches, ard kanibules, bogrt to make then appear 
ance; which were duceeeded by shoals of sthelig and hernngs, 
and afterwads by sturgeon utd sta-calves. My people now 
beginning to collect strength fom the réttuudf spring and fosh 
fish, £ sent them out afler timber, a-gretit qunatlty of Which they 
felled for me in the summer months, 


* The names of Keta und m ibmia me no where to Ke fourd, ‘but the athe s 
‘are described as fol ows m the dictionny of the ‘Ri ssian “Acatidmy - 
Kunsha, Salmo Cundsha, asoitof sa mon, Its usual Jength 26 two Teas 
its tail foheds «s scales srveccoomec, with tslnec of duc ost Bane 
end white atthe encs Jt isfouid an tho bny of tle Nortie n Ovono, and 
the W nte Sen, Kambale Plensonectes, Under tus appellation 13 com- 
picheniled many 0 ts of scal less fish, with eyes on o ich side thor “longish 
round bodies “Narkn Sa mo ss a specics of sul nor abort a yard Lng, 
and the fifth of a yard boad, with aired body, small hend, five ‘snull ped 
dish teeth on bot. sides, blue tongue, yet white on Lic side, n bluish bac e 
with durk spots, and the tal al tlle ached Itsscilesu ¢ Iage and sound, 
and come off the sk n very cas ly, They collect in great shéala In We aver 
troin the enstery aud Penseb nkisch seas, 
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At the commencement of June, the abovementioned fish 
disappeu, and give place to, other soits, as the keta. and the, 
naka, in size and appeaauce somev hat rexembling: the salman, 
only that the naka has a much redder and firmer’ flesh; their, 
gfaste 1s very pleasant, and m July they me in full seqson, In 
August and September, they come in sich quantities as, to 
chaage the quality of the water. The inp: bitants at these timeg 
lhy ina store for the year, both for then sn use and that of 
ticiy dogs, of which’ each person bis one oy two feam, cons 
sisting GF 12 or 24, These dogs differ in very few, respects 
fro n thosy in Russia, caccpt by bayaimg less and ceria mac, 
which, they fiequently do, paticulaily towards the dawn of 
day ; one takes the lead and is followed by all the yest yu the 
tow1, which forms a couceit of no very agiceable kind. 

The fish we cured m various ways, The naka are stretched 
out and smoked in, a chambe:, pecubaly adapted for the pui- 
pose, then laid in a box and stiewed with dried aud powdered 
hota, which is sad to be a good preservative. They are thus 
sent sometimes to Tikutsk and Jakytsk, but not in gieat quans 
Lities, on necount of the difficulty 0 expence of the carzinge. 
he heta are diicd in the sun, the fat in tye back-bone having 
first bee taken out, in which state they are called jukel, The 
inferioy of both kinds are given to the dogs. They are also 
salted m gieat tubs, either whole: o1 the spawn alone, Salt is 
here esuacted during the summer fiom the seawater, in an of- 
fice belonging to the clown, situated about twelve versts from 
the town. At the close of autumn and commencement of Sep- 
tember, when the fish are at then full sze, they ace caught 
without difficulty, being taken with the hayd out of the sea, and 
thowan into pil fitted for the purpose, wherg they turn som, 
cornupt, and dissolve. ‘These are mteuded for the dogs in ge- 
neral, but aye sometimes eaten by human beings. The Kams- 
tchadales, for example, esteem it the best and most delicious 
of all victuals, although the smell is so, stroug as to extend many 
veists distance fiom a pit newly opened At the close of 
September, or the commencement of the fiast, the keta, and 
anothe, fish which comes at that time, ciled lomki, arg left 
to fieaze, and thus preserved in heaps for the winta. 

The nets used tor fishing are either smaller or lager accord. 
ing to the size of the fish to be caught. The lugar nets are 
thrown out fom the shore on long poles. In the fishing geason 
they fill so rapidly that it 18 goaicely possible to chaw them in 
quick enough to prevent their being oveiloaded, The Kosnks 
in particnlay, with their wives, attend to the nots at this time, 
indulging their appetites continually with the cartilage of the 
dishes’ heads, whieli they regard as 9 great luxmy. ‘The dogs 
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have probably acquited from them the same propcusity, for du- 
ring the season of plenty they go to the wate’s side in seach of 
fish for themselves, and eat the heads only of whatev) ty 
catth. 

Buds of passage ate very numerous here in spring and aus 
tumn At the close of Apnil and May gecse and storks 1¢s0i4 to 
the meadows m immense floc<s, and the bays are covcied with 
ducks of every desciiption. In June they leave these parts, 
and ae succeeded by sntpes; but m duly and August there 1s 
no other bind to he acon except sea-duchs, called ea pane, hich 
assemble here in vast quantiues. This bemg their tine of 
mo tog, they are tol? to fly, and fall m ensy prey to the 
inbabitants, who smiound thei in thew canoes, and driving 
them into shallow patts of the wate, jump m, and eitier sal 
or catch them alive m (heir hauds. "Chey then stiing then by 
means of an iron or bone skewer, on a long cond that hangs 
at their hacks, which frequently affords an opportunity for those 
follows to pract se a theft on their neighbowis, while eager 
in the puisuit, by cultuy off the ducks aud stinging tham to 
their ow. 

The Tunguses have a mode of entching these birds by 
means of an antificial hen duck, which, when stuck on a long 
pole, tipped with a sharp iron, and preset ted to the males, A+ 
‘tracts them all towards it, and brings then withia the reach of 
the fowleis 11 Jakes and stan¢ing waters, the ducks a‘e hike- 
Wise cavght by sreies, two different ways. ‘They have a me- 
thod of confining the creatures within a ccitain space by mea is 
of twigs, leaving openings only where the suares are fined, by 
avhich the ducks are caught wher they altempt to get ott 
By another mettod, they decoy the ducks with the spawn of 
fish into snares that me concealed uncer water, 

Among the bircs which fequent the forosts and fields, are 
white tailed eagles, woodcocks, and pa tiidges. In the winter 
there is a remarkable bud called a water-spaow, which makes 
its sppemance on the open banks of the mia. tas the ze of 
athnush, and his a black plimage: but although thee 1s no 
ach on is feet, it often dives, and continues some minutes u- 
des the water; 3c lit has not been obscived to swim on the sin- 
‘ate. ‘There ae no common spanows here 3 and the crows aig 
parfectly bluck, Tue mews ac of five d ffeseut sur ty; ue muly, 
the }semisashumnijaa, the grey aud white spotted, the { go- 
wor ischha, the mortyschha, and the Fiasboimka, The first is 
- * Tus canoe is called odnoderewka, probably fiom ita }ecing eonshucted 
put of one t ec only. 

tSomtsashennsye, fron scm, seven, and sasheng, farhom.——t Gawg- 
Fuika p ter, fom goworit, to speak,—— Mon tyschin ‘ster nay oy pvp 
prallow,——~] Rasbormka, % plun 
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unusually large, its outst-etched wings, with the feet and head, 
compre 1ending an cxtent of 7 f.thoms ; and is so ravenous as to 
eat till it cannot move The giey with wlite spots, ae like 
ous in Lmope, .ad resemble the goworuschka, exeept that 
sthey ave rather omaller. The latter derive theit name from sit- 
ting on the water ant cout nually sciean ng. Morlyschka, the 
snaillest kind, has short ved tect, anda forked tal ‘Phe last de- 
scription are black, of a micdle size, with two long feathers in 
thew tals, They never catch fish themselves, but plunder them 
from otherg; fiom which cucumstance tiey have received their 
appellation, 





CHAP Ti. 





MR, R(LLING’s ARRIVAL AT OCHOTSK.—MY TARTHIR 
JOURNLY. DANCE OF 1HE FOOT 1LUNGUSCS,—ON THE 
INSTINGT OF TNE 1ISH—TUL DOCTOR’S ASSISTANT 
LOSLS WIS WAY -——DITPICULIILS ON IITR ROAD. —AR-= 
NIVAL AY THE VYORTRISS OF WERCHNE-KOLYMSK. JU-~ 
KAG{RCANS,-TULIN MODE OL LIVING.—-UNEXPLCTLD 
PINE. 


Ma Billing, our commander, aniving at Ochotsk, in 
Suly, with the remainder of the espedition, I was agnin dis- 
patched to the fortress of Werchne Kolymsk, and peing provided 
wita # rie etlendants ard a iandied of tae best ho.ses just come 
fiom Lkutsk, I set off on the ist of A igust. 

Our roid, tor the first 73 versis, to the vil age of Mundikan, 
was very good, with the exception of occasional floods, though 
which we wore obliged to wade, It afforced ts every whee 
fine prospects. The woods conusted pin cipally of larch tices, 
here and there intenmised wits beeches and ade s. The iskmds 
geattered along the avers ae covered with willows, poplars, 
and pines; the leaves of which latter trecs afford a very delight. 

‘ful momatic odour, The road iself is often ined with eglan- 
tise and shimolost, which yields sweet bertics that me im g cat 
esteem here. The shimolost, or Lonicer 4 avlosteum, is a shiub, 
not exceedmg a fathom in height, having a grey smooth bark 
and spual leaves, Two white blossoms grow on each stem. 
Tue fiubtas au orbivular, succuleat, vet berry, having fow small 
stones, andis the favou ite dict of many buds, The wood is 
used for 1am 10ds, pipe-tubes, &e. Tle Tartanan shimolost 
js a finer species of this kind, which grows much Ingher, and 
has smoth leaves in the Con of a heal, its double blossom is 
of a pale flesh colour, and its beres of a pale orange colo ir, 
Tt js a native of Siberia, end is lite ally a species of wild cheny, 
Babeuies and kmosheniza me likewise to be found im some 
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puts; the latter resembln g the wild suawhory both m appear. 
ance add leafs but its blossom is 1ose-colomec — ‘The bernes 
have a very ag ecable perfume and fue flavou. It is the plea 
santest fmt giowng im the no ther counties, and is sbandant 
jn Sweden, Russii, Suber a, and Canada, Liom the blossom 
and leaves the iniabitants make both tea and a decoction, which 
iy in lugh gst mation for pectoral complaints ‘Fie rich esss agi 
veidine of the meadons, every vibere overspend with lux. 
wiant §1 188, might be supposed to denote a prolific soil, and 
yet the repeated expe icnce of the government evinces That it ys 
unit for the prodvction of gran, ‘Tl ¢ as, pe wtps, less ath 
butable to the soil itself than to the shortness of tho summer 
and the depth of the snow, which continucs on the g ounc, in 
some placcs, t itil Junc. ‘The weather 1s cole and camp the 
gieate: part of the year, and not unficquently so in that se won 
when heat is inciypenuble for bit ging the co n to matunty, 
Foy this reason, the vegeta sles and garden fin'ls a ¢ fia* mfenoyr 
to those in other places lying nearer to the north pole, where, os 
in Archingel for example, they have a better cline. The 
cabbage Je e has no stem whaleve , but sloots forth in Teaves 
only Potatoes, turnps, and rathshes, grow out lo a vory in agui~ 
ficaut size. 

Our road continued diy and agiceable twenty seists peyond 
Mundehan, after which we had to pass through marshes and 
nountains. ‘Tuc tuoss of t rac iutus ics Ip 30 cantar, C6 wish the 
igots of the tiees as to form a tolerably firm, but yet movab ¢ 
ground, which yields to the tread of the horse — Seinctincs the 
traveller sinks m, and requi ea the assistanco of «ll his compa~ 
mons to help jum out; but in such cases it 1 easy to find as ifer 
way. These teicherous spots me teamed baidauucv. ‘She 
moroschka, 2 fiuit peculau to mashes, is found m gicat abun- 
dance here, pa ticululy in books and vallies, which p odt co 
also some bilbenies. ‘Phe bewics of the moroschhay Raduy cha~ 
mamorus, ae of ayel owish colom, tic size of 1 chery, and 
of a senucnim for n, composed of many small taangular gratis, 
lymg together in double sows. Its pulp ie very succulent, in- 
closed,in a thin brittle hus«. 

After a journey of six days, we arrived at Arka, a place belong- 
ing to the pedesuinan Tungusca, lysng ayout a hunued ve sts fiom 
Ochatsk, at the mouth of a toleably lage saver of the same 
vane, which :uns ito the Qchoi1. Our commander overtook 
ug this day wath all his attendants, except the bontswain, whe 
hid fallen fiom his hase in crossing a piece of wata, aid was 
diowned, We foynd the mhabitants fishing far the heta, whigh 
was very abundant hee m lis season, ‘The sl allowncss and 
eleginess of the water afforded them the advantige of dist~ 
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suishing the fattest fisi, which they stiike so dexterously with 
ther’ spikes ag never to muss thers aim, ‘This spike, m Russian 
bazor, 15 an mstament pa ticulaly m use a nong the Kosaks on 
tre Ura, and al tre fishimg of the Wolga, consisting of an 
Jorspike, with two points, fastened in a long stick. 

After supper ou: landlords gave us a cance, m which men 
and women forming a crcle, jumped to a time that consisted of 
the two words oglu, juchur, continually repented. Llowevet 
wretched the condition of these mente nay apparently be, 
they aé@ neompmably mo o happy than many of the cultivated 
sons of fortune, who noc m unmtenupted luxury, 'To variety 
and cat they ae alike stiangeis. The yants are extremely 
dim ted; an ab mdance of fish is the height of thei happmess, 
ay it coistitutes then principal subsistence. ‘They baiter it 
Likewnae with then icindeer Tunguses for their clothmg, 

We now pursued our course all together, prssmg over a di+ 
seisity of mountanis, and though numerous tives. The wea- 
ther, which had Inthcito seen favourable, changed to rain on the 
Qu, that co rinued for twenty four houts without inter mission. 
Jn aduitton to which, our guices were now withle to conduct 
usfutle. We tottunately met with some othe: Tunguses, fout 
of whon we engaged, with twenty-two teindcer. Fiom the 
aver Mega, whee we had just been stoppirg, the rond became 
insuppoitably tedious, leadimg per petuilly through mou itainous 
and mdishy countt es, and somelunes bumg totally blocked up 
by the tees which had bewn only half consumed mn a conflagra+ 
tion, Our horses suffered so seriously from the fhtigue, that 
we weie obliged to leave many of them in the wood 5 and meets 
ing soon after with a convenicnt place for at ight’s lodging, which 
yiclded good fodder, we resolved on resti x"the following duy 
in tals place. . 

We apeut tl day 11 shooting and fishing, and caught may of 
the chartus f in om nets j among which was dnaika, in a perfect 


* Sn tag rmatry aroun! Petersburgh it 1s not unfrequent for extensive 
wouts tg b co simed. ‘The h @ coni no rly auses fiom the reelgence of 
tie pease itry cums 11 badcs to the city, whose fires, towards the 
averia, adic vinciees ble prospect 

+ (Rebus, sal no thymalus, a specios of salnon, its head is rathes 
sunl, obetee, wd spotted bac’, tic under pmt aid the sres having a 
blus enst, tsz Isa fi a shed witt two rows ot teeth, exte ded mto its 
throat Its budy 19 covered with a thick firm sc de, its back da k green aad 
ratiet wached, tts sides Mitte wd and of agiey bluish calaue. Liam the 
lord to tw ain bush st tpe uns towia ievcy seale, themidd ¢ of whtch 
is spotted black T eb tty owl te, the pects d fins small anc ye twish ; 
those au te side, tu, and belly, vedd sh rato its back lage, yellow sh 
shy the beyrunmy and tedduh ut tie cuds, having four rows of round spi te. 
‘The ciuti fiey cats the ancly flowug spiu gs of bie shountnis, aud 18 
hve feet luig Ita Mesh ts whyte, fium, coleate, and fit 
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state of transformation, havmg seaicely a single mark of simi* 
lauty with its kind remaming. Deep ied and dak blue spot 
supplied the place of scales; its gills we @ quite bent; its tectl: 
giown out long ; its body bucome pulpy snd spungy, and on its 
pack it had an excrescence, It had probasly stayed into this 
Jake though a brook communicating with the Ochota, notwith- 
standmg the velocity with which ut rushed down the mountain. 
In fact, the keta and natha appear to be impelled by a particn- 
lar instinct towards the riveis; for they conunually force them- 
selves 1p in spite of every obstacle, and wher disabled, fiom 
Joss of strength, to proce2d any father, they 2 euly poe ish 
and moulder away on the shore: few, therefo c, ever retun 
to the sea. We should naturally suppose, fom the prodigious 
number of naka and keta contmually passing every year fiom 
the sea into the 1iveis, that these species of fish would soon be~ 
come extinct; but the contia y bemg the caw, we aic led to the 
conclusion, that the spiwn of the dead fish is cauied back into 
the gea, and these hiorght o perfection. 

Onthe 15th, ou commanc cr went forward, taking w'th him the 
doctor, two chasseuis, and some Tunguses as guides. ‘The second 
day after the doctor’s departu ¢, bis cssistut, Ma. Mum, an 
Englishman, staying behind to colkyt stones, nissed lus way? 
we did not perceive hus absence until the true of our eycamp- 
ment for the mght, and were, therefor, obliged the next day 
to retiace ovu ateps in search of him, whin we found hitn in the 
afternoon ina wood, His 1o1se having un away, he had missed 
his road mm pusuiig lim, end not knowmg wht stp to tare, 
resolved on ict mug to the fist Tungusish dwelling : which 
would, however, have been scarcely pricticable, there being 
ao such dwelling Gath the distance of 100 versts. 

After followrig the cose of the Qchota forthe dictince of 
400 vests, we at length teined off ty the up ht, and reached 
the souce of the river Kurdussun; the shallow pats of which 
are ocrupied with masses of ce fou fect in height, that appear 
never to be dissolved® = [ere we had the mustoitune to lose our 
Tungusish guide, who abyconded with several of the semdcer, 
and bioughtus into the most unpleasant dilemma. We were to- 
tally unacquainted with the way forwad, und had no other alta 
native Ubu to follow tue steps of Capiir Buing, whenever 
we could tiace them, which was, untoitunately, but seldom 
fhe case, the round generally leading over moss-giown places, 
aud every Tunguse taking the direetion which st uch him to be 
the best. By the excicise of our judjmcnt nnd patience, we, 


* Ths ice probably accumu ated by the water spouting fuith from the 
sprigs of t1¢ rive, ‘ 
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however, succeeded, after a tormenting seach for 60 versts, in 
finding a Jakutish track over mendows, that promised to bing 
ug to an Inhabited spot but in this we w21e disap sointed , tor 
atte: a jom iey of 18 versts farther we camzto sone empty Ja- 
hutish juits, fiom whence the road took five different directions, 
“I dispatched some of my people in several directions, and ab- 
tnined the noxt momning, to my no small satisfaction, a Jakut, 
wtho offered to conduct us to the juts of the Jakutish knish. 
Tie fulfilled his promise, and cmried us in nine days to the do- 
shed spot, where we found Captain Billings waiting for us, 
Tere we were obliged to stop Cve days for fresh horses, which 
weie to be collected from the distant jurts. 

On the 2yth, we pu sued ow jouincy in. two distinct parties s 
Captain Billings procceding forwards with one sailor and thiee 
chassems. The fust diy we waded through the rive: Omekon, 
and passed along two other rivets, until we reached the 
Aischugui-taryn wach, or httle icy stream, which is so called 
fiom its being continually covered with ice of an almost mere+ 
dible thickness, Sixty versts farther, after wading though the 
Ulachan-taryn-yach, or lage icy 1iver, we had to ascend two 
high mountains, about a verst distant from each otha. The 
former 1s covered with small Jarches, moss, and cedar sluubs, 
Which do notiise above two fathoms in height, «nd yield fuit 
but evb-y other yea. "The latter, which js higher than any in 
that quatte., extending from south-cast to north-west, is covercd 
only half way up will moss, the rest consisting of naked rock. 
We effected our ascent and descent with the utmost difficulty, 
being obligetl, fiom its éxcéeding steepness, to cieep rather than 
walk, for fear of rolling down. The horses, though very tame 
and accustomed to such ioads, were not all aBle to keep their 
feet, Out coutse thon led us alternately over beanuful meas 
dows and Iago rivers, oy (ough woody and mountainous coun- 
ties. The “anguses usually tepan in the summer to the open 
summuts of these mountains to catch the + ild sheep which tie- 
quent thase patts, or to graze their icimdcer, which are hee 
Tegs tormented by the insects than in the forests. 

Qun guides being unable to conduct ug fmither, I was obliged 
to wait some few versts distance fiom Werchno-holymsk, until 
a suitable person could airive fiom the neighbou ing Jahkutish 
juts, called Kyssyl Balyktach, afte: the name of a peculiar 
fish, which is caught by the inhabitants in thew lake, ‘The fa- 
figues of the joumey were sather mereased than diminished to» 
wards the close. The roads, which were cither sandy or 
marshy, exhausted our horses to that degice, that we sometimes 
desp.ived of icaching the pomt of dest nation, On ou ar ival 
we found Captam Billings and his attendants, but none of the 
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baggage, which had been left hehiad, owing to the badness of 
the ronds. ‘The g eatest pat of our horses being tota ly dis 
abled, it was necessary to proce a fiesh sel for the purpose of 
fetching the luggage. 

‘The fort ess (Ostiog) of Weichna-holymsk, is sitt ated on the 
right bank of the river Jassachna, two ve sts distance fiom its cons 
flux with the Koljma It consists of five pensanty’ huts, thee 
jus, and a sepaiate cout sumounded with a paling, 10 the 
middle of which is a black log house (isha) and some granm ies, 
In this narrow spot it was ho easy matter to dispose of call ore 
people Onur commander chose the best isba, whilst two of 
my compamons atid myself took up ow lodging ina jut. The 
g eater part of the ctew wae obliged to reside im the woods 
until a shelter could be made for them, besides which it way 
fecessaly to build a fore and an oven for chying the biscuit. , 
+ In the mean time the felling and tiansportation of the timber 
for ow vessels was commenced with vigour, although the passtge 
of the river was inthe: impeded by the frost, which set m on 
the 27th of September yet 18 soon as it was frozen sufficiently 
fiith to ad nit of any weight, we conveyed the wood over the 
ice by means of hoises boriowed from a small body of Ja wts, 
who had Iatcly settled in those parts at a dist nce fiom the fur~ 
tress. Thesé Jakuts have but a small quantity of cattle, and 
aubsist prinerpally by fishing, In the winter they travdl onty 
with dogs, by whicl they a.e distinguished 410.1 the rest of thoir 
nation, 

+ At the commencement of the frost, and previous to the 

closing of the rive, the people wae busy with then nets a 

eatchmg a paiticuar soit of fish called tschirai, Aftorwardy 

they madé openings in the ice, in order to catch celpouty; the 

Jagest of which weighed 25 pounds. Tho cold at this time, 
- inthe middle of October, was JO dog. Renumu. 

In this month, Mi, Bi lmgs end the doctor went a journey of 
40 versts up tho river, to & Intulé place inhabited by some fami- 
hes of the Jukaguens, ‘(his wag foume ly a vary rich inbe, 
who had kept their neighbotis m awe, ind possessed dominion 
over x vast extent of vane until the gicater part of them 
being pei away by the small pox, and another contagious dis+ 
oder, culled here kiliiska, the Kosaks aud Tunguscs, their 
ructent enemies, gained the upper hand, and rctahated on them 
by every act of oppression m fishing and hunting ; which gave 
iise to a war that exterm nated almost entuely the little 1csiduo 
of their people. ‘The stragglers who had escaped this last 1avage 
sought protection from the Russians, and took up thei: residence 
im the proximity of the futucss, ‘Tha close mtercouse thus 
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_aising between the Jukagireus and the Kosaks giadually assimi- 

lated the customs aud diess of the former to those of the latter. 
* But previously to this, their way of living entuely 1esembled 
fhit of the Tunguses, having, like them, ther ieindeer and 
then juts, with which they stiolled fiom place to place. At 
present they live in hovels, abd make use of dogs in licu of 
remdcer, for thei winter excursions, The: food consists of 
fish and the flesh of elks, which me very abundant in the sslands 
and rivels 3 particulatly of the tive: Ko kodo., which flows ito 
the Koly nu 200 veists distant fiom the fort ess. Ltuther the 
Jukagirens usually repan m April with then dog-sledges to hunt 
not only elks, but also sables, foxes, reindeers, and every spe- 
cics of animals which afford fu. They pursne the elks in 
snow shoes, and sun them down, unul they aie so peifectly 
enfeebled as to fall an easy prey to the hunts nan. In this pursuit 
the latter have eveiy advantage; for the 1 nmensely deep snows 
and the Nasren”*, go frequent m that season, which ae no 
inpediments to them or ther dogs, continually stop the crer 
tures in then ca eer, and combine with then natural unwieldi-’ 
ness to prevent then escape. They cut the flesh into long thn 
slices, and dry them inthe ai, Ag soon as the river 18 fice from 
ice tiey swim on floats to the fort ess, where a festivity and ca- 
rousal commences among the Kosaks, with whom they baiter 
thei spoil for the necessaries fetched from the tawn, but 
above all for tobicca, to which they ac unmoderately attached. 
Thus {air commonly lasts until the river, which has overflowed 
the countiy, rety ‘ns ta its bounds, when they separate and 
take vautous duectians for the pu pose of fishing. 

Since thei connexion with the Kosaks, thé Jukagirens have 
made a profession of Christanity, blended, ndeed, with their 
own superstitions; particularly the mcantations of the Scha nans, 
In this particular t1e Kosaks, who cannot boast of a much brighter 
iluinination, have but too faithfully adopted their errors, ‘Phey 
ascribe every sickness to Witchcraft, and evenimagie themselves 
sometimes to be under the influence of some evil spurt. For 
which 1eason they have a peculiar dread of one female Jakut, 
named Agtaphenna Schiganska, a xhaman of great jnfluence, 
who died thirty years ago. They fancy that she visits the people 
in onder to torment them, and must therefore seceive their 
homage and sacrifices. Active as the government of Jakutsk 
has been m then endeayours to destiay this st perstition, they 


# The In dered surface of the snow, ocens oned only in spung by its 
thaws agin the day and flecaug aga at n ght, 
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have hitherto been very unsuccessful. They even sent an order 
to the town of Schiganss, for sentch to be made ater the body 
of ths Agaphem, that it might be consu ned, but this was 
eq tally inefficacions m its influence on the supastiuons multi- 
tude, Then Jakutish schamans sparc no pans to preserve the 
credit of the witch, dechy mg that the y could never sentiuce to lay 
any spurt without fiist cffering a sacuiice to her; for were she 
in the slightest degiec to be neglected, she would mike her 
spect among them and exercise her vengeance, ° 

n January the cold sose to 43 degiees, and was so sesercas to 
impede respiration ‘The very vipow fom the breath was con- 
vetted into icicles, which, fiom contin ral attiition, were ncess ntly 
aacklng. The power cf the sun was then too feeble to cgmmu-~ 
nicate any warmth to the atmosphere, making its appearance ouly 
for a short time at noon, on the sunmut of the honon, and 
sending foith its rays in cn oblique duc¢tion. [1s worthy of ab- 
servation at tle same time, that the most perfect calin attends an 
extreme state of colc , wluch subsides instantly 01 the least motion 
of the wind, The thermometer, with quicksilver, was uow 
rendered perfectly useless, the pwest kind of quicksilver being 
fiozen by a cold of 88 degiecs; we were therefore obliged to 
content ourselves with spits in its steid. 

Whilst the weather permitted it, we had made some oe tite 
é\cursjons into the woods m pussuit. of partiidges and woadcarks, 
but now it was scarcely possible to pass fiom one dwelling to 
another, Our provisions, therefore, began to fall short, the 
geagon for fish being over, which had constituted om p merpal 
subsistence. (Jud we in this moment of plenty adopted a gysten: 
of precaution ané economy, wo need not have aggiavated the 
sufferings fiom cold hy those of hunger, We had then thiown, 
away the head of ancelp aut, which we now gladly scratched up 
fiom the snow, and eat with avidity, In addition to this, the sc YY 
the common attendant on want, began to muke its appearatice. 

During the month of November we had neatly finished one 
of om vessels, which ws 45 feet m length, and received the 
name of Pallas, Jn the month of Apul we senewed our Jabouis 
with a second, which was only 28 fect Jong, and named Jas- 
gelra, ‘Ise ignoarce of our er penter, combmed wath the 
total iniexperience of all the rest m every thing 2elative to the 
building of a vessel, naturdlly retarded ow progiess in this bu. 
siness ; nor would it, perhaps, have ever been b ought to bear, 
if the more intelligent of the puty had not exercised their ins 
gemuty mm contiivance. ‘The tar not being of « proper consist 
ency which was procured at Jahutsk, wo weie obliged to mix 
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sulphur with it, that was obtained fiom the larch tees, which, 
when boiled togethe:, produced a composition not mfoio in 
quality to the best soit of pitch. 

» luthe mglt of the 13th of May, a fire broke out in the 
habitation of the doctor and mechanic, owing, probably, to 
sonie neghgence in eatinguishig the cows onthe heath. ‘Tie 
flames spread over the whole house m an instant, and extended 
to an adjacent stose-horse, m which the spnituous liquors be- 
longing to the crown were preserved. Not the shghtest 
article us tlhe house could be suved, but happily ng lives wee 
lost. 

According to several observations, we fixed the latitude of 
Waiclme kolymsk at 60° 21° noith and the deviation of the 
compass at 70°, 

The uver bang now perfectly clear of ice, our vessels, 
which wete in an entue stute of readiness, were launched in very 
Ingh water ou the 5th of May. After every necessary ar- 
rangement was made for our voyage, m winch the command of 
the second vessol was consigned to me, we weighed anchor on 
the 22d, and were carted down by the stream with imuiense 
rapidity to the aiver Kolyma, which branches out into many 
swialley sticams, that are lost in it agai1 at the distance of a 
few veists, Many of these aims are perfectly dued up at the 
fall of the watet. 

About noon we passed the mauth of the river Magaseika, 
flowing to the left, which received its name fiom the cucume 
stance of magnaines being Wilt at its somce not far fiom‘ Sa+ 
schhyesk, in which the provisions were foynerly kept that 
were afterwaids conveyed by Saschiweisk to the fortress of: 
Anadyisk. ‘The pissage by the Kolyma not boing then known, 
it was necessmy to take the cheuit of the two amg Magascika 
and Oshogina, =. . . . 

Towards ovening we received a visit of cmiosity fiom a 
knask, residing on the banks of a little lake, who paddling to- 
wards us in his cave, secmed very desirous to lake a newer 
survey of ow vessel, Leaning from him that the Pallas had 
not yet sailed past, we cast anchos util midmght, when itt 
overtook us. 

After passing onthe 27th the Cluster of Islands, as they ae 
termed, which aie scsen in number, we reached the Lienty 
lands, and jiver of the same name; probably so called fiom 
the hunte’s, who were going fo acct a church here in the name 
of the Holy Trinity; but opmiops being divided hetween this. 
and another place, it was decided by lot, which fell upon tha 
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spat where Sredne-koly nsk now stands. "Phe chuch_ there 
fore, and soon after that the fortress, were there rected. 

By Ka nenka, a consi lerable river ising from the mout- 
tams, which we left to the nght on the 23th, as well as by the 
Troha, the Jukuts and Trnguses catch mmy loses, otters, 
unicoins, and sometimes subles, which are sud to have been 
formuly very abundant i1 these parts. 

Tlee, fiom the month of the Sianka to the fort ess of 
Sredue kolymsh, the Kosaks of We chne and Siedne-holymsk, 
have ther summer cncampments, for vie pu dose of providing 
themselves and the dogs with fish, They eatch them with nets, 
and cure thei jukol a3 usual by dying, ‘The neolma, muksun, 
tschira, and, towaids the auta nn, hersings, me the most abune 
dant here In the even ng we stopped at Siedne-holymak, a 
wooden forticas, situated on the left bank of the Kolyma, hav 
ing a chuich and some houses. Lt was formerly called Juman- 
ka, (Jan) because all the habitants fiom an immense distance, 
as Tunguses, Jakuts, and Jukaginens, assembled here for the 
pmposes of trade. They battered their shins with the Jahutish 
and Kosak merchants, for tobacco and other tnfling a ticles. 
The quanuly of slans, particularly fom the sables, takon near 
the ver Kolyma, was so considerable ay to furnish a yoasly re. 
yenne of 4000 to the crown, being a tenth of the whole anomts 
from whence this tax had tie name of a tyfie. The gables hay~ 
ing all now disappemed fiom this quaitey, the tar has, of 
couse, been tot: lly abandoned, 

On the 17th of June, we stopped at the month of the Omo- 
Jon, on the left bank of which we discovered the summer en- 
campment of tho peasnits of Omelon, - Ding this scason 
they me engaged in fishing until antumn, when they retin to 
then village, lying about 20 versts distance from the van. On 
the other side of this village there are Jakuush kagiens still 
remaining. 

The river Omelon, tog:ther with the Inshiga aid the Ocn- 
sha, issues fiom a chain of mountams, and iccerves the addis 
tion of five rather meonsileiable sivers; th ee fiom the night 
sand two from the left; one of which is the Magascika aboves 
mentioned. Jfom hundied yersts up the Omelon is an old 
wooden stiuctuie, erected probably on thé discovay of the 
diver by the Russian hunters, who had undertaken ther excur- 
sion in kotschen*, fiom the yer Lena into the Fiozen Ocean, 
and fom thence to the mouth of the Kolyma, which leads ta 
the Omelon, 


* A fint-bottomer vessel very simia tan baige, 
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in a summer iesidence on this river, we fotnd Captain In- 
shigiusk Schmalen Satuk Kobolew, and the Tochukotish m- 
terpretur, Damhins waiting for us agiceable to appomtment. , 
They wire to act as om interpreters with tho savage people, 
called Tschukschens, whom we might chance to meet m the 
Wrozen Ocean. Mi, Schmalew, who was destined for my vessel, 
was a man woll qualificd for this si uation, having beer same 
yeus commander of lushiga, whee, oy lis suavity and presents, 
he had gained the confidence and good will of the ‘Tschuhschens, 
who ycurly resait thither for purposes of tiade. 

After lytag at anchor but thiee hous, we followed the cot ise 
of the iver and seached Nisma-kolymsk, situated on the loft 
bank of the Kolyma, in 24 hours. ‘The forties includes within 
its wooden barricade, one chinch and 88 houses, fogethor with 
33 Kosak inh bitaats, Opposite to this foruess, the two lage 
rivers, the Gicat Anne and the Dry Amn, vw, at an inconsider- 
able distance, nto the Kolyma. ‘Tle former of these extends 
809, and the Inter 500 versts. Tho banks of both are inha~ 
hited hy Jukaguens, 

‘Che swimming of the reindeer across the Omelon and tho 
two Anis affords an extraoidinary spectacle twice a year; vizs 
atthe close of May, when the wild xemdem abandon the woods 
in gteat heids, probably with a sie v of seeking shelter from 
ite guéts within the nmghbourhood of the sea, and afterwards 
in autumn, on their return; in boty which crseo they ae obliged 
to pass these rivers, ‘The Kosue and Jakagnen imbabitants of 
these parts, who kuow the favouite hats of these creatures, 
repair then in tie canoes to the spot, and pierce them in tho 
water with the greatest facility, sometimes to the muaber of 60 
inaday, They do not swim over all together*in a body, but 
one after another; and as soon as thei Icader has reached the 
opposite shore, they are not to be diverted fiom followmg him 
by any prospect of daugat : if he, however, be interupted in 
hjs comse, he instantly returns, and the whole herd affer him. 

The tlesh of reindec: forms a puncipal article of diet for the 
people of this country. They cut it mto thin slices, and dry it 
aller the mane of their fish. The mauow and tongue are 
esteemed ng delicacies, Another Iuvury which they have, 19 
ted bilbeutes mashed with died figi, and the fat of fish, with 
which they make their most costly eniertamments in the summer, 
Tu the winter they eat frozen and iow fish in its stead, particu 
{aly tschuens, which they mince viny small, and then give tha 
frame of stogennoi. Lt is reputed to be vory salutuy against 
the sewvy, for which reason we adopted it as a regular remedy 
duwing ow winter stay at Werchne-kaly mek. 


a 


84 SARYTSCIEWS TRAVELS. 


We were detained four days at Nishne-kolymsk for the 1epaiis 
of our vessels; the salle: one m paticular, which, for wint of 
ballast, was frequently m danget of being overset. We took in 
likewise 30 puds of died reindeer’s flesh, and 150 puds sulted ; 
thich the Jukaghens cured for us with the salt we gave them, 
foi this 38 a scarce aiticle with them, and 1s obtained fiom Ja- 
kutsk at an exorbitant price. Whilst lying at anchor, we had 
clear warm weather and semcely any witd, but were toumented 
with gnats fo so mmcderate a degiee, that we were obliged to 
plotect aur faces and | ands from them by a constant covenng, 

Qn the 19th, the P:Jlas weighed anchor and praceeded down 
the river. My ship not being ready, [ could not sail until the 
thud day after its departu ec. We had not proceeded 20 versts 
before we discovered tl ice lofty mountains on the right bank of 
the Kolyma; one of which is called Pomtelegews, the other 
Soowsberg, and the third Belaga Jopka. The Kosnhs fiom 
Nishned-kolymsk have their summer encampment at the foo tof 
the fist, by the ser Ambonichi, Sixty veists from this fore 
tress, the river Kolyma divides and falls by two branches into 
tle sea, ‘The course we took, which bore to the east, 18 called 
the Stony Way, proba sly fiom ifs sight bank bemg occupied by 
stony precipices and tienen crags. 

Inthe afternoon of the next day we passed the winter resj- 
dence of the meichant Schalamovw, situated on the right bank. 
He ende took a soytge in the Frozen Ocean, but finding too 
many obstacles to oppose his progress, passed the winter season 
hee. Thenest year he made another tial, that proved fatal to 
the vessel and himself sith his whole aew. ‘T'he former ben g 
dashed to pieces,by the ice, was thrown on the shore, and tle 
Tatter’ pettslied by hunger, accoiding to the account of tho 
Tschukschens. 

We daserted hike wise, at a distance of five vorsts, in a staght 
ine before us, the hghthouse which Lieutenant Laptgew built 
in 1795, a8 he was su vey ing the shore of the Tiozen Ocean. Not 
very far to the left ot this hghthouse we observed an island 
not mahed in Laptgew’s map, which he mast probably over- 
looked fiom its low situation, unless we ae to suppose that at has 
made its appemance since that period. It is, however, at least 
fe to conclude, chat the water lus uutkeigous some change 
withm these late years, for otherwise he could not have gone on 
land to build the sheds for his people, which are still remain 
ing. Atpresent its depth in Jull ade is not sufficient 19 admit 
the smallest craft, and al ebb 1t leaves the bottom of the river 

ay for the space of thice yeasts. 


~ 
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Musty and stormy weather prevented us fiom making any gieat 
progress for thee days. On the fou th we deserd the ocean, 
covered with imme ise sheets of sce, that, ata distance, ap- 
pea cd to he one compact m.433 but were, as we discovered 04 
aneaier view, driven together towards the sl ore by a north-east 

*avind and the tide, We endeavomed to penet ate betwixt the 
ice and the siore, but were compelled, towads evening, to give 
up the atlempt, and seck a sielicr under the projectit g iocks of 
a littl aver flowmg fiom the mountains, The shore extended 
by an aseent of four fathoms above the surface of the water to 
therock of Ba snow. Le wos coved with moss ard sea weeds, 
having here aud there a scatteied flower, willow, or shrub, that 
was almost too small to be distinguishable. ‘The sumunts of 
the mountams, and esen the dechvities of the rocks below, were 
incrusted with congenled snow, Dining the thite diys spent 
here, we discove ed four beas and a whole hed of seindeci. 

The wind changing on the fourth day, and diving the 1e¢ more 
directly towards us, we were compe led to weigh ancho’, and, 
with infinite difficulty as wall as danger, to force our way close by 
the pendant rock, We sueceedcd very soon im finding a retreat 
near the opening of a mountam, from winch issued aspyng of 
pure witer, Llere we caught a vast quantily of heMings i nets, 
and saw some sea-calves, 

Fibm diffe cut absci vations we fixed the latitude of this place 
at 09° 20', although all maps have hiterto ass.gaed to te shere 
of the Frozen Occan a position two degiees more not therly. 

CIIAP. V 
ett 
TRUITICSS ATYUMPTS TO TIND A PASSAGE TO TUL 

NORTH AND HASL ANCHORAGE OFF CHE ISLAND oF 

BARANOW-~-REINDEER—WILD GLESE CHAGR—THLIR 

PRUSCRVATION, LL INUABITANTS OF THIS PARI— 

HLMARKS ON THK FROZEN QCLAN.—~RETULN 10 

SRNDNEKKOLYMSKs 





On the fist of July we weighed anchor, and made two trials 
to proceed, first ina northerly, and afterwads in an easterly, 
Cnection; but the mist ard the ice were each tune urfavouable 
to ou dosigns, My hitle hark was frequently iu duger of be ¢ 
shatter cd to pieces by the masses of ice which were driving around 
us with impctuosity, and at length our safety obliged us to riticat 
towards the shore of the 1ock of Baranow. 

Dung our stay here we sent our stecisman up the rock to 
tike a survey of the ocean. Te bi ought us the intelligence, 
that he bad obseived, fiom the sammit of the lofuest mountain, 

SaRyyscuuw,] q 
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but one sheet of ice, which extended as far as his eye eduld reach 
to the east. We weie s tistied, by tl 1s mfoima ton, of the ame 
possibility of taking an easterly diection, bit desirous of ob- 
ta ning ocular demonstration, the commander, doctor, cud my- 
self, set oft for the same route, On our passage over thc smaller 
mountams we met with several reindeer, which differ from the 
yest of the: species by neve leaving the sea-sido wiitel or sum 
mer ‘They never assecinte with the others, whoso tracks wale 
likewise every where disceimblo, "The lakes of these parts 
abound with wild geese cf Imge species, and a giey colour, 
called gumanicen: it being then szacm for moulting, they 
could not easily escape our pusmt The Kos ks here catch 
them with great facility, by divirg them in vast flocks to the 
most distant shallow spots they can find, where they knock them 
down with clabs, and thiow them into pits dug for the purpose. 
Here they lie for yeas without suffering the slightest change: 
for the eth with which the geese me covered, does not thaw 
even in summei to the depth of above halfayad. By this 
means, human bodies a3 kept in a hil cr state of presei vation 
han by the method of embal utag; for not only the co nponeut 
parts of the fiame, but the very clothing will thus :emam un- 
mnpatred, 

From the summit of the rock we alyo beheld the whole 
aea to the cast covered with nothing but ice. ‘The shove ‘which 
hounds this glassy srsface is not much eleveted, b.t its ex- 
tremity appeared to be a mountainous head of land, about 50 
versts distance, which I take to be what 1s desig ited on Scha- 
Jaurow’s map by the appellation of Keschtschemno: (sundy), | ut 
terminates at the bay, where he looked for the river ‘Isc iano. 
Tt 1s poasthle for ts to be the dwellmg-place of the well-huown 
Techukotinn, prince Kopt, fiom whom the Kosak Waligin 1e+ 
ceived the first jagsak in the yea 1723*, 

On my retuin fiom the rock, 1 found an old wooden cross 
lying on the giound, wit! its undaiside patectly decayed. ‘Lhe 
inscription, if there ever Jad been one, was now entuely effaced. 
rom its apparent age, 1 should date the cicction of at as far 
hack as the year 1040, when this place was visited m_ cotschen 
(baiges), I saw another ol ¢ oss by tle summer encalnpment on 
the Omclon, on which the atte of Cie yeu 1718 was stil visible, 
The mbabitants of that pat directed my attention to somo holes 
supposed to have been pierced by the ariows of the ‘I'schuk- 
schens, who sometimes used to attack the Russian establish. 
ments, 

On the 17th we made another effort to put to sen, but had 


* This jnssak ‘s an unpost in h'nd, co rsist ng mostly of furs, wluch is 
every year de nanded of the ubotmy nations 1m Sivan, 
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nat proceeded 30 versts before an indesciibably thick mist im- 
peded our advance, and the ice perpetually accumulating, su ag 
to heighten ou danger every moment, we came to the unani- 
mows 1solution of ieterning to the Kolyma, and ditected our 
*coutse roid the 1ock of Baranow. ‘Th s 1ock 1s formed by man; 

contiguous mountmns projecting with a cape into the sea, which 
describes a somenele, On its summit there ae many stone 
pila s, some sesembling the :ubbish of a ruined fortiess, others 
bearing the upper ance of 1emains of buildings fulliig to decay, 
anc of tac images of men, While lyig at anchor, we could 
distinguish on o1e of the lower mow tams a pillar of this de- 
scription, which seemed to represent two women mm conyersa- 
tion, and holding a child between them, ‘These pillas are in 
fact nothing but solid stone, from which the external incrustation 
of mail has fallen off. Besides a nu nbei of stugeon and sea~ 
calves, we sawa whale here, a1 incontrovertible pioof, that 
the Fiozen Ocean has some connection with another sea to the 
north or the enst, 

in the afternoon of the 22@d we waited at anchor for the 
Pallas, in 1 httle nook of the shoie on the north side of the rock, 
where two projecting clits sheltered 1s against the winds and 

outing masses of ice, 

Theshore m the middle of this nook, which is steep and sandy, 
is enclosed on both sides by lofty morntams, from which issue 
many springs of puc water Although this httle vale affaided 
nothing more remarknble than a weed, yith some unusually 
beautiful blossoms, yet the prospect of vegetable natme, ever, 
in her humblest atthe, was truly gratifying to ns, after having 
witnessed nothing but dieary objects for such & Jength of time. 

At the brink of one spring, I discovered, at no grent distance 
fiom each other, two subterraneous juts ma ruinous state. On 
tuumg aver the eat th, they appeared to be round, and about thiee 
yards tn cucunmforence. In the interiot we found the bones of 
remdecr and sea-calses, as also several caithen potsherds, and 
two stone knives with thaed edges, one of which was crooked 
and shup, the other two straight and blunt, One of theag 
knives [ gave to the captain, and the other to the doctor, The 
Kasuks of Kolymsic mformed us, that the forme inhabitants 
of thus place, who must have been unquestionably Tschukschians, 
called themselyes Schalags, and on the settlement of the Rus- 
stans here, moved farther to the west, and took up their resi- 
dence near the northern cape, from that time denominated Schas 
Jagan, 

“OF the wood, which is driven in gie t quantities to this shore, 
we raised a cross, and specified on it the day and yew of its 
erection, Ding the time of our lying at anchor here, the ice 

B& 
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perpetually dtifted towards the east. ‘The tide aloug the shore 
cranged every day, on every other day, and the w iter sometines 
gained the height of a fot, but never exceeded it, and cven 
that occu red without any regularity; which er cumstance has, 
given vise to the suggestion, that this sea Cumot 2¢ of great Ca- 
tent, berg bounded at no gical distance by land to the noith, 
and con rected by a straight to the Noithe n Oucan — [ts other- 
wise not easy 10 account for this deviation fom tho universal 
law of natu o with regard Co great seas Ad 

The enwon that the commeat by iano, haly direction, 
was confiymed by a high south wind, on the 22d of June, hich 
continued with the gicatest violence fo 48 hous, Tad thesia 
thai been no linderance, the rec must have been necessanly 
duven very far towatds the mo th: instead of which, we found 
the sea neat morning qrite covered. Captain Schmalew also 
informed me, that the Tochukschtans had spoken to him of a 
contment towards thit port, not very distant fiom the Scha~ 
lagicn promoutory, which wes inhi ted; a dat the same time 
they observed, that tre Schlagim Tschuksclians used im winter 
to cioss over to that place i1a day. 

The wind beeommg favomable on the 26th of July, we 
weighed ancho:, and baie away, witl a gentle breeze, to tho 
mouth of the Kolyma, md fiom thence to Nisline-Kélymsk, 
whee ve larded 1) softy, ard thas tampated ota exen sion in 
the Frozen Ocem, which was no Leis {1G jumyg tan dangerous, 

Liom the fo egomy itis manitest, that any fa ther t sal to c1038 
the Tiozen Ocecn wat do aave been fiutlss = Mh. Bi hngs 
therefore assem oled the officers to consult on the easiest and 
Toast dange ous frethod of encompassing, either by land or sea, 
the Ichalagim and Tschukonim prcmer tory. ‘Lae way by the 
mouth of the Kolynia dads asicy been posed by espertence 
to be blocked up by (ie imac se masscg of ice, Lor although 
the sea has becu found by preccaing nvigato 8 to be sometimes 
clea, yet none of these ntuprismg mariners have suecceded 11 
opennig the pawage to the Eastern Occan, except Deshnew, a 
siugle Kosak, who made the expe iment in 1648, in a barge, 
Gueat doubts, however, are entertuincd of his veracity, and it 
is shougly auspseted, that Destmew colleetad most of hus ine 
formation vespecting those shores 4 om the Tschukschians, and 
supplied the rest by his own nver 0 

Yuet gianting the Guth of Dechney's nai ations, it only evinecs 
that Nature may once ina hundicd ycargs deviate fiom her estas 
blished iule. The Kos ks bere acamed 1s, that such quantities 
of ice ae always in the sea as to prevent any one fiom going even 
out of the user, and they considued this summcr ¢s having heert 
nauqually favourable for such an enter puse. Butif we judge fiom 
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the tifing wamth of this summc , and the famt influence of 
tie sun’s ivys tuongh t © mnpene rable mists, we may fanly 
conchidt, that not balf the ice is thawed 1m samme, which is 
forme in winters not to mention, that the sca is the common 
iBsuivoir for the ie of tie sunounding iivers. From whence 
it follows, that the cifferenee in the quantity of ice is not so much 
to-be asciibed to eny va rations of the summer heat, as to the 
duection of (ha wiids for mnpeding ar assisung its passage out 
of the ooean, 

One meas.te we hod still ia rece ve, nunely, that of going 
round the abovementioned capo im sledzes; but this wes rejected 
a4 impracticable, fiom the cienn stance of uot beiig able to 
supply the dogs with p ovisions for above 200 vests, At length 
we cane to the icsolution of giving up all futher thoughts on 
the matter until after om imtendec exanumauion of the Laster 
Occon Vor which pwpose, Solmk Kobelew, and the interpiet- 
ar Dank, wee oicered to go to Ins ugiish, and fiom thence 
to accompany the Techmbhschiamns, wo frequent that place every 
year for tie pmposes of trade, to Tsuhkatshoi-nos, m oder to 
appuse the various mbabitants of our arival, and wait for us 
ia Behiing’s straights. The cold in this climate now commene- 
ing, we found it prudent to lose no tune m mak ng auangements 
foi ou’ departure to Sredne-Kolymsk by water. Our vessels 
beng accordugly uergged, and consigned to the care of the 
goveinal, Muatimow, tie commander, with part of the ciow, 
too. boats and were vowed up the river, leaymg me with the re- 
minder behind to store the Jassachna wit p ovsions for four 
months, ‘The ¢ ty a tet the erptiin’s depart ue, a bape a rived 
at Nishbe-Kolymsk with the necessary stores this vessel L judg 
cd would be better for towing along the shorls of the coast than 
the large vessel; ond packu g theicto e all my baggage in at, divide 
ec the ¢ ew into two pites, which were alte:nately to relieve 
enc) other. Thus disposed, we reached Sredne-Kolymsk im 
twenty days, ‘The only circumstance wortl y of note which, 
aawuiied in this interval, was an aéual combat betwiat au eagle 
and tito hawks, which was both an extraon navy aid interesting 
spretacle. 30he two hawks first took a sw2ep im the ait above 
the eagle; onc of them thea da ted down with the iteat of 
commencing the attack, but intimidated by the display of the 
éaglo’s talons, turned off, and shot past him. ‘The other m the 
mean time seized the moment in which the eagle was off’ hue 
guatd to give him a blow so violent that we distinctly heard‘ the 
sound of it; which was iepeated by the first hawk, before the 
eagle could place himself in a state of defence. Feeling his n- 
feriority agaist two such powerful enemies, the eagle retued 
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fiom the contest, and descending m haste, was closely pursued 
by the two J awks until he had alight d, 

‘The roads to Jakutsh berg impassable o1 our arrival at S edne- 
Kol usc, we wee obl acd to wait for the fost, which sets 
inn September On the 18th the Kolyma was cavered with 
ice, and Lie inhabitants were engaged i ther usual occupation 
of catching fish at the different openings they had made. 


CHAP. Vi. ' 








TOURNGY PROM SREDNE KOLYMSK TO JAKUTIK mA 
MAWUOINS BONE TOUND ON PHE SHORE OF TNE 
FROZLN OCLAN —LUD CROUS INCIDENT WIIn ‘THE 
DOCTOR —ALRIVAL Al JAKUISK, AND DLPARLURE 
FROM J1IBNCE LOR THE MAJA—-BRLEAKING UP OF 
THU SCY IN Fil RIVER ALDANe-PFLOATING ISLAND 
AND LYTRAOLDINARY TLOOD-——-RLTURN 106 TAKULSK, 


Ox the 24th a put of the expedition was d’spatched imdcr 
the ducction of hy, Bihow, the master, whom I followed on 
ho achack four days efle, m company with the doctor, first 
su geon, and mec anic. Tor the fist 90 versts to Alaseisk, on 
the river Alescya, we had to pass dmotgh woody mass! § cout 
byes, nd anumbe of lakes, th eo of which were tot lows than 
twa ty versls m ex ent, 

Alasask consists of a chapel and two isbens, ithabited by a 
meichint anda auzen, with their families, ‘The neat cos of 
she hte dwcl ings, ¢nd tl e hospitable reception we expurienced 
from them hotl, were matter of suprise end giatiticntion for 
us, We had not been prepared for mecting happuiess, content, 
and good hu now m this rugged and banen came. But nature has 
amply supphed then wint of comm, by fish, game, and cattle. 
‘the kes tbound with geese, ducks, and other species of wild 
fowl im gum ner, and in winter their habitations ae encompassed 
by 1nmense flocks ot woodcocks. Tho fish of this pait are 
reckoned of superior quality, aud the tchiens from the lake, 
ale sent to all for resses on the Kolyma, on account of their 
quel.ty lo. keeping. 

The riser Alascjn flows very close by this hamlet, and falls 
immediately into the Pozen Ocean, Tho inhabitants informed 
us, that avout a hind ed veists distance fiom hence, the river 
hid washed against its sandy bank the skeleton of a gieat ant 
mal, of which only one half was visible, It was apparently 
about the height of au elephant, in an upright duechon, and 
in an cntne state, still etammg its shin, and in somo places, its 
hair, Mb. Merk had a stong desire to sce tus create, but 
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wag prevented fiom gratifying his wish by a heavy fall of snow 
that had just taken place, combined with the im nese cucuit 
it would have occisioned mom journey. She cucumstare of , 
awwhole animal having been found on che coast of the Frozen 
Qeean, was a great curiosity, ag we lad hitherto neve heard 
of any thing more than siugle bot ey and tusks, wlich que fe- 
quently collected, and forma bianch of commerce for a con 
ptny of Ressian merchants, who call then by the name of 
mammous knocken (mammoth bones) They are fri nd in the 
gieatest quantities on the Laecherish Islands in the T1ozen Occan, 
opposite to the mouth of the aver Jaca, A nate} question 
heie atises, which 18 entitled to considaation, How could 
these animals hase mbabited a dremy climate, so all suited to 
them, where the cold is intense?—Some are ef aopwion, 
tat they are not natives of this place, haviwg been brought 
hither from warmer countries in early ages for mit iy pu poses; 
others conjectwe, that tiey we e transported bither 11 tie wie 
veisal deluge. but both suppositiois appear to me untenable, 
Such marshy, anf mtful, and mor ntainous countries as these are, 
could never have been witness to any wu fase m which elephants 
ot the lhe unwieldy animals were used, sce the hoises bao, 
which are mured to every species of fat gre, ae f equeutly uu- 
equal tothe task of travelling in these uneven and sl ppety taccs. 
No ig it more p obable, that any deluge (particular y at the very 
remote petiod of the wiversal Cewge), coule have ca ice aui- 
mils with it to the distance of 5020 ve sts, which now separate 
this count y from a warmer climate. Ypr my own part, Lam 
rather inchned to attnbute this phonon enon to some evtraordi- 
nay change in the globe, and suppose, that the glements in this 
quarter of tie would were onco more coi genial to those anmals 
than at present; aid with this suggestion I shall leave the matter 
to the decision of the natualist. 

The road as far as Saschiweisk Jed us though a succeyson 
of woods, marshes, and lakes; two uf which Jatter were neail 
thi ty ve sts in cneumference, These lakes are m geneial all 
connected together by brouks and mvulets which run into the 
Aluseja. 

Ou the 10th of Octeba, the cold became severe in the ex- 
true, 1 mumuch, thatenold u au’ oa cumpary of ibove sialy, 
master of oui baidais, who had not ovr youth and vigou of 
coustitution, to shie d him fro n the inclemency of the weather, 
stk into despair, and resolved o 1 meeting his fate i1 the woods, 
With tho utmost difficulty 1 persuaded him to go ana little way 
father, promising to leave him behind at the next habitation we 
ame to We very fortunately reached two wshens the next day, 
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at the mouth of the river Ujandina, inhibited by tuo citing, 
with whom I Jet our old man, to his no small gitisfaction 

The town of Saschawask, lying on the right bank of the Tn. 
dgerksy, wucwly erected, having formerly heen nothing more than 
a commssaiat, Every thing thesefose at present is m is fancy 5 
Dat it his alicady its court of judicxturd and the ne ress y ape 
mutenanecs. Tt consists ofa chueh, and thity wooden house 1, 
The marshy lully country in which il is situxtec, the barre ness 
of tho sol, and the want of every necessary, vender i a gloomy 
residence ; and when to this is added the exorbitant price of pro~ 
visions, it heeames insuppmtable — Whitever is not? procmcd 
fiom Jakutsk at the prope serson, is not to be had for money. 

We continmed thice days at Saschinersh, and were entertained 
by the conysellor Sampsanow, bailiff of the town, and by judge 
Banner, with so much cordiality aud kindness, that TL shaule 
cbuige myself with mgratitude were £ to pass it over m silence. 
They furnished us likewise with provisions by the way, whieh 
we could not have pocured at any sate without thar aid, a favo 
not to he stipalisl hy any pecumary calcul ton 

MM. Banuer un formed us, thi ona mountam situated oppasite 
tathe (own on the othet side the rive, thee were fine crystals, 
At the desne of Mi. Merk, therefore, we tepaired thither, but 
found only some ginall ones, owmp piabibly to tho quantity of 
snaw that had fallen, Te shewed us, however, a retaarkable 
heach ia the declivity of this s.cep noaatain, Tmmediatly 
after our retwn fiom thence, Mi, Billings mde bis appemance 
at Saschiwe sk, which retarded our depaitine for another day. 

We set off ou the 2ed of October, aud for the first duys 
avere continually crossing the biaoks which 1 into the Lid gerkea, 
ar passng ovér lully counties covered with small laich-vaes, 
On the ath day, at the distance of 120 vests fiom the town, 
wo got among cfly open mountains, rung ina chain fom 
south east Co not west, and separating the rivers that fall mta 
the Indigerka fiom those that flow into the Jana. 

We naw followed the conse of the river Russkaja Rossacha, 
upwards, which: wtersects these lofty mot ntuus, aud is bardcicd 
on both sides by steep crags that have the appearance of wally— 
a majestic spectacle! the banks of the river scemiug ta he one 
per petual stcet ef lofty build.ngs, 

The passage along this river is, however, never perfectly safo. 
Ti winter, vrolen: storms or whislwinds sometimes bn y the Oa 
vellers nm snow; and am summer they ae in danger of heing 
drowned hy a sudden swell of the water. These mountains ao 
inbabited by foves and vald shecp im abundance, One which 
wo had the good fortune to hill, afforded us many pleasant meals: 
its flush was peculiafy tender and duliciaus, ot at Teast seemed so. 


COMFORTS OF A COLD CLIMATI. 41 


tous, 'Tyventy-five veists farther canied us beyond these moun- 
tains, over a rivulet to the tolerably laige river Dogdo, down 
which we proceeded for four versts, almost to its junction with 
another nye , from whence it derives the name of ‘Tostacli, and 
goon after falls into the Jana. Our'road now led us along the 
alana itself. 

On the 30th we spent the fist night, since our depm ture fiom 
the town, ina wam Jakutish jut, after having passed erght 
ve y cold mghts in the wood. Captain Billings overtook us this 
uigit 

On the 3d of November we stopped at the jurts of Barizlech, 
the last dwelling-place on our road, from whence we had to 
travel 400 versts as far as the river Aldan, on the same horses, 
throug uninhabited tracks. We of course took fiesh horses 

here. 

Such a distant jou ney in weather that threatened tobe daily moe 
severe, was no pleasant reflection, ‘The prospect of what we 
had still to endure, with which our former sufferings bore no 
comparison, inspired the most couragecus of us with a species 
of fear We procecded towards the source of the Jana betwixt 
open mountains, where the cold received a double edge, from 
the strong and piercing cmrent of wind which they occasioned, 
Ou tieble clothing of skins was of little avail against the cutting 
afi, which seemed to congeal one’s whole mass of blood. We 
were every half hour obliged to alight, aud relax our stiffened 
limbs by walking, Ouv faces wore perfectly disfigmed by the 
cold, and we should probably have Jost our noses and, cheeks, 
if we had not hit upon the idea of making omselves masks of 
bog, which were very serviceable, but at the same time no less 
inconventent; for they stiffened and chnfed ys very seriously, 
Ow bieath was hkewise mstantly turned to ices fiom the cone 
finement, Tn this half ludicious and helf teuible disguise, we 
had more the appeaiance of scarcciows, than of human beings. 

We those the most shady plices possible for our noctunal 
stay, not forgetting, however, fodder for the hoses, and diy 
wood for fuel. Oun fire served both for warming us, and diesse 
ing our food. We never changed our clothes, and after supper, 
which was our principal meal in the day, we laid ourselves down 
in the cavities of snow, Happily for us all, not one of the par= 
ty was assailed by illness; for in that dreadful extiemity, death 
must have beet tho inevitable consequence. 

Tn ten days we muived at the souice of thé rive: Jana, and at 
an unusually lo(ty, open mountain, called the Vercha Janish, or 
Upper Jamsh, fiom whence the rivers wsue that 1un into the 
Frozen Ocean and the Aldan, The asccnt of this mountain was 
gnuch moie giadual than its descent, which presented to our 
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fies a hiidbousl stecli piocipice ilinl made us giddy, and obliged 
ts to ctdwl of uit haiids dnd feet When wo could not tuke an 
_ oblique dn gear. ‘ 

Proceéding along the Ive-'Tukulan, betwixt lofty mountains, 
Ke sdo1 we o clea ‘vd w th tl sight of popli sand kuches, A 
few veists father the scone was still move agiecably civersified 
by the dveigieen! OF pines antl fig, a rmvity ji nttute which we 
hid not cujdycd sltice our déprtule fom’ Jubutsh; for neither 
GF these t ecs 1s 16 be Foutd hom the Wercho-Jansh chain of 
mountains to an immens. extent nolhya d, and fiom Jakutsk 
to Ochotsk dak staid. 

On thé {gth of Noventber qe reached the 1uver Aldan, and 
the fist Jakwush yurts. On oltr entrance, a lidici ous scene eh- 
sued, which was dot so perfectly ngice. ble to thé poor doctor, 
who felt himself violently assailed im the fice, without being 
able to chacdiel throtigh hls mask the quater fiom whence he 
ieéeived thé assault, From the shtichs, he doubtless conjec- 
tured it to be a fotudle, ia at ht reality wis, who, ana species of 
frenzy) hid flown at tlie doctor to teu off bis mask, Alter we 
hod forcibly ieleased lian fiom he rude embiace, she cont 
died scrcamme dtl she fell esliausted and senseless to the 
guind ‘The Jaknts icgand such jus a8 a spectes of disotder 
attuibuts ble to tedi, to which their womut, paticulatly, those 
in yems, ate very mltch subject. The paticnts m this cast, have 
the Sane of ami Mscbhet s.~ Misetable as om jut was we en- 
joyid a u ght of sect repdsé; under other ciicunistances, the 
stench alone frout the ape wotild have rendered this place in- 
duppoitable, bit Now a Wain shelteF cotipensated for the want 
vol evely otf 6 convened ce. 

The disti i ve Kom Neco to Jakivisk was 130 versta; a cot. 
pe dwldcable joupitey for ta, wath A coustatt change of 
hdiscs, aid biicet sero OF siiwes We aécod chi gly reached ovr 

pomt of destination on tye d4th, atid esbel fenced that henitfelt 
sitisiaction aL 'thé tevtitation of dts tolsome and paint) jom- 
ney, Which 1 cohcavable by ote Who hate not exdaredl stinklar 

ALANS. 

MMi. Uollined 14d aisived ‘thero soine days eather, and Mr, 
Beluing had bes oceunied, during the summer, wilh dispatch 

ig the bateials fol Ochotsk. They had mrepiied us wai 
yooms, which werd altogether commodious, though Without any 
degance, "LLe seception Ke met With foin'the mhabitants, and 
the commatda Maklowshi, couttibuted no Jess to reuder our 
play m ths city ‘perfecily agveeable, 

There was at t jis time i Jakvisk, al Cuglish traveller of the 

* haite of Ledyard, Whose ‘cecentric eonduet excited ecpsidern- 
ble atfuntien. Le \us known to Mr. Bilhngs, thom having 
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heen with him ju the capacity pf 2 coiporal in Captym Coa\’s 
last voyage; aller which he 18 sal to have ben 1 colo iel in the 
army of the Unilec St tes duping the wa, fe hag formed the 
design of gomg rqupd the world 1m the htetal se ase of the word, 
and for that pu pose went to Petersbing, in order to beg with 
Russia, and o reaching the eastern bow dares of Asia, to walt 
B for game vesel m which he might pass over to the English set- 
tlements The absu city of this enterprize is sufficient|y mpati~ 
fest, fiom the chen nstayce of his intending tp tayel tIhougi 
ei zed Lountiy, without moncy or letle s of recom ne idation; 
and allerwa,ds to c-pss those Douadless traces on foot, thiny 
clad in winter, th ough which we had labou ed with infinite dit 
‘ ficully 01 horseback, and am the wa mest clothing. Whee 
would he have found an opportunity of being conveyed over the 
water to the place of his destination? amd supposing that be 
could have ingiatiatcd hymgelf with the savages, yet what end 
less mountains and deserts he between Russia and the single 
inhabited coast m those regions! He was reheved fon the pe- 
cessity of walking as far as Jakutsk, by the cwility of the 
Russian travellers, who n he met on the road, who caied Inm 
a fiom place to place without ayy recompence. Here be met 
with still gicater kindness, being admitted to the house ayd table 
of the gommande , and iecerving as a present from him a warm 
diess, more fitted for the cold season, which had commenced : 
and yct, the only ictaia which ae, Tedyare made for this ex- 
traoidmary hospitality, was to columniate and abt se eye]y ones 
and finally challenge tis enefactor tor remonst apag with hin 
on the imiprapiaaiy of his behavion, ‘The arrival of Mr. Bil- 
hings, at this moment, prevented any fay ther serious consequences 
from this aflam, by lus tiking this man with lam to Sikntsk on 
| his dopartuie for that placc. ‘The commynder wrote a letter of 
accusation against Inm to the governor-general in consequence 
of which he wag taken into custody om his anival at frkutsk, 
and sent from thence to St, Petmsbuig, on tly chage of dis~ 
orderly covduct. 

Tn Mr. Billings’s absence I was commissioned to set off to the 

mouth of the uve Maia, for the puspose of bynldiug shere ‘50 
canoes. L therefore first dispatched the sterisman with some of 
the people, and fuluwed lp us soon ag 1 bad co'lected the 
building mgtcrials, Alter crossing the Lona, we Late through 
woods, meadows, and lakes, in the course of which we ocea- 
sionally met with, seuttered juts: these weie, howeyer, quickly 
succeeded by bareimountagnous counties. 

On the fourth dhy of ot jowney, abcut 162 versts distance 
from Jakutsk, we came to the slobode Amginsk, which was >¢~ 
| markable for haying heey formerly the seit of the wogewodslup, 

Fa 
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on bail wick of Aldqn. The buildings of this slobode consist of 
achmch, and 20 farm-houses, belonging to Russian sottlers As 
winter gimn does not tl rive here, the seers only sow summer 
eoin, which answers very well. A tschetwerick, 0: 360 pounds 
of bailey, formerly cost only cight kopecks; but the neglectert 
state of agricultme at prevent, has more than ticbled this mice. 
The peasants, alluied by the easy lives of the Jakuts, attend to 
the bieeding of cattle, 11 preference to the a ltue of coin, and 
attach themselves daily mo e and mo ¢ to thei barbareus neigh- 
pours, whose manners and even language they have adopted. 
Four versts fiom this slobode, is a village of 15 jus(s, inha nted 
by Russian peasants, who have laid aside their native la gu ie 
entirely Five veists fiom the slobode, we crossed the Amga, 
flowing from the mountains on the right side, which it had 
washed away, and converted into huge precipices. On the leit, 
were spacious fields, interspased with httle woods, o: almost 
imperceptible ascents. 

Fiom the Amga, the road led by a little book upwards, be- 
twixt the mountains, on the plams of which we proceeded 14 
veists to the rive: Noto a, xinich; winding through a succession 
of fields, groves, marshes, and lakes, is finally lost m the Aly 
dan, Descending by this sive, to the distance of 28 veists, we 
tuned off to the right, and proceeded by an insigmficaré chaca 
of mountains, up to the source of the river Mukta, which falls 
through a number of Jakes and marshes into the Aldan. , We 

ursued the course of this tive: downwiids, which raw betwint 
mountajns that gradually dimjmshed as they approached the Al- 
dan, until they terminated in simple rising ground, he nyoun- 
tams were all covered with laches, 

On the @8th Lieached the haven of Ulssmata, where magazines 
and two bunacks had bccn erected m the former expecition of 
commodore Belumg They stand on the left, bank of t1e A dan, 
Opposite to the mouth of the river Maia, that flows into the 
former on the other side, 

The distance fiom Jakutsk to heie, 13 reckoned to be 360 
versts Tre noitl em latitude of this place, according to m 
observation, is 60° 17’, and the decln ation cf the compass, @ 
westward. Agieeably io my instiuctions, L begtn immectately 
to collect wood for our canoes, and fo.nd a suflicient quant 
of good mate iqls on the banks of the Aldan. J prefered, 
however, the fius to the Iaiches, on eve y grow}, 

The water commenced to rise on the Ist of May, aud wag 
11 feet on the 9th, when the ice on the 1iver Maia bioxe, and 
pccasioned also a fiacture in that of the Aldan, towards the 
lower part, 

The swell jucreasing on the 13th td twelye feet, the whole of 
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\ 
the Aldan was tcleased fiom its confine nent. The ico diifted 
With extiaordinuy mmpetuosity, and m immense quantities, for 
three days; and in this universal agitation of ice and water, we 
pe ceised a floating island, about 70 fathoms in cucumfeience, 
dearitg with it a quantity of httle birch shiubs, ach under~ 
wood, and cut wood; a considetable number of little birds, 
hopping fiom tiee to tee, incieased the smgulauity of the scene. 
As this sland passed very nea ou shore, we could distinguish 
very cla ly that it consisted of twf, and probably of a ten toin 
away by the wate, which, in its present congealed state, had no 
effect in dissolving iL. 

The sise of the water continued till the 17th, and concenled 
every thing for an immense distance from the eye, that was not 
above 58 feet im height. Sor seventy veists up the Aldan, by 
the way to Udskei, the mundation was dieadful im the exs 
tiene, as we leaned from a min who had been to Udskoi, for 
Captam Tomin, He assmed us, that some places, G0 feet high, 
wore buried under water. 

Tbe Jakuts, and all in that road, were material sufferers shy 
this deluge; more than three hundied pack-hoises, with a num~ 
ber of othe: things, being lost in the water, Captan Fomm, 
of the navy, who was just come fiom Pete sbu-g with a special 
«commssion, experienced the los; of all his provisions, 

On the fall of the water, we caught pike and stuigeon of dif 
ferent hinds with nets; perch and plotwen (Cyprinus idus) with 
the rod, ‘The Jatter 1s a yery secly fish, weighing » pound at 
the itmost. Its head and fins ae very large; its ci ri close hy 
its eyes, which have a biond sm round them; its whole hody is 
covered with thick scales; its back round and dark gicen, but 
the sides and selly silver-colomed. Its pecttral, dorsal, and 
anal fing are dark, ity lateral ones pmiple. Lt has an evtraoidi- 
nary quantity of spine, 1s found in pure sweet waters, and is very 
prolific and cheap. : 

On the 28th of May, the canoes being finished, Mi. Fomin 
proceeded up the Maia with two of them. A week after, 
Captam Belnimg came with his people to me, and taking the 1est 
of the canoes, went up the river, in mider to convey to Ju 
doms«ai-Kiest the baggage which had been left the preceding” 
year on the bank of the Judoma. Flavmg consigned the crew, 
hithcito under my orders, to Mr, Bea ing, I returned to Ja~ 
kutsk, in order to observe the state of the roads. IT found them 
totally ruined by the rain and floods; and all the bidges 
which had, been erected over the smaller rivers ca ried away. 

Lanived on the 1th of June at Jakutsk, three days later 
than our commander, I informed him of the state of the roads, 
pnd pointed ot to Inm the repaus which 1 congeived necessary. 
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As our haggage was already at Jakutsk, we hastened ta send ther 
order of the m:gisirate to the Jakutsh Knasks ou the Amgn, to 
have the roads mended without delay. 


Aen we saamemnend 
CAP, VIL. . 
oceans 
SRANSPORET OF THE BAGGAGE FO JU DOMSKAI-KRTS Pow 
DIYFICULIIFS ON THE PASSAGH er RIVURSTUNGUBIANS. 
GLUT LONY OF THE JAK ULE ARRIVAL 47 OCHOTSK, 


Tur conveyarce of the baggage to Judomsho, krest being 
gonfided to me, I proceeded on the J4th of July to Usmajash 
Pustan, where f found a vast quantity of stores, which had heey 
hansported upon telegas, or four-wheeled carijages, chann by 
oven, The heat day I disposed all the Ingeage im 17 canoes, 
atid attended them myself down the siver. Lach canoe held 70 
oods, and the whole buthen, of which our a dnayce and ane 
chois formed the pi neipal pat, amounted fo 1560 poods. Lach 
gapoe diew thee feet of water, and the whole was diagged 
along by 120 men, who were principally Jakws, hired for the 
uurpose, 
We set off at midnight from the above-mentioned place, ang 
crossing, the Aldan, came to the mouth of the Maia, which ig 
800 fathoms Jioad, and nine feet deep in the middle, Tut we 
soon found pluces whwe the river i1 ats whole Lreacth is nog 
above five feet deep. Pho water was then hkewise two foot 
higher than ordinary. 

At first tre stremi was so gentle ag to admit of ow rowing, 
but the tide gindually gamed strength as we syent on futher. 
Both des wore covered wath gyal lach~tyees, apd occasionally 
with shiubs of different kinds. ‘The right sank js ag Jow, as to he 
continually overflowed; but the left bank is in some parts 20, in 
others 60_and 80 toises high It is also vety aocky an may 
places, Father on the snopntains of the left hank gindpally de- 
ade so low as to [eave ithe shore undgr water, while on 
other hand, the right side hegins to wec, and 1s continued by « 
racky declivity for some digtance. 

eve wa found scme River-"]'gusiaus, so called from thoi 
having no reindea:, and paddling mecpsant'y about whe sues in 
their birch qanocg, which sorve at the same time for ther hab 
tations. ‘These engoes are very ginal, ad much m pse among 
the Jysuts, in lakes and rivgs. hoy ae composed of twigs, 
plaited round long pales, which answer the pirpose of mba, and 
ate alfogethe: covcicd with (ie bark of the high tree, ‘The ca- 
vities gre filled up with a sont of cament, which the Jakuts ex- 
tunct hambosled cieam. These people, who five enthely on 
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fish, are denotniniated ‘Pungusians, but ae in reality of Jakutish 
ext action, and vary rue y speak Tungusian  L£ took one of 
then as my galde, to tell me dhe names of every iver, chif, or 
island we tight {sass, 

After we hid gone 36 sersts, on our way to the Judoma, the 
Jefl share began agai to be mountainous, and we found by the 
river Hschikil, & rocky decllviy called Eislank, about 60 toises 
i height; where we discovired-tor the fist time lofty tirs among 
tho laich trees. 

On the'gth day of our jommey, we tu red, to the left fiom the 
riser Mainap (Ke dudotiit, the breadth of Which was 150 fa 
thoms at the mouth. Ata short ditance tom hence, it is asily 
thrée feet deep, and has a very g avelly bottom, The steam is 
au (le same time bo strong, that thirty nen could not tow a 
single canoe along, without the gidatest difficulty. Such places 
an tivers have the wate of Schewera. 

We were obliged to stop about a veist atd a half fom the 
mouth of the river, to yepalt a case which had stuck upon a 
stone. We kept close to the nglt shore, which was very long; 
aud covered with all torts of bushes, arnong which we found 
the cunant and Winte vine; the latter beautiful shrub has the 
ou ne of dikuschac in Siberia. ‘The opposite shore had a large 
tgck ih one place, culled sowmdschug. 

Twenty-four versts father, we ld to drag up a schoweia wilh 
still grecte. difliculty. The tow to one of the c1ocs bicnking, 
cand unfortunately just above the place whete the girdle of a Ja- 
Rat Was ted, he was thiown by ajerk nto the water, out of 
the reach of all asalstatee, 

We experienced the inconvenience of shallow water for some 
time after, and 43 soon as this evil was removed, it was siie~ 
ceeded by oné equally s@jous, namely, the sickness of our then. 
Vhe greater pmt of our ldbourers had such bad feet, that L al- 
most despaired of reaching Judomskoj-krest this summer. "Their 
disorder consisted ma swellmg of the toes and heels, and 2 
chapping of the hands. A vegulr applicauon of tar and grease 
was found to be of immediate efficacy. ‘The prircipal cause of 
this eval, was the shu yess of the water in the Judoma, in which 
the non were obhged to be continually wading. 1 observed, 
howeves, that the 1 osngs were rot so suiously affected in this 
way, ag the Jakuta, and pa uculaily those who had consumed 
then portion of fat and butter, and were now confined to their 
Bu duck, 

This Ruluie in fhe stock of theh p cvisions originated with 
the intemperance of the Jakuts, who seized every oppoitumty 
tiat offered for devouring theh ullowance us Jong as it lasted. 
We uo svoner stopped to rest, o: spon the night, than they had 
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their kottle on the fue, and did not leave it unul we pyisued our 
jomncy ‘They spent the intersals of vest in cating, and prac~ 
tused petty thefts on each other, when then own slock was ex- 
hausted. Thus they passed the whole mght without sleep, and 
were drowsy throughout the next day. 

Tt might natmally be oapected, for such extraordinary voracity 
to be :tlended with ill consequences; and yel this was by no 
means the case. What they made a practice of devommy at 
oné meal, would Lave killed almost any other person; bet on 
them it had no visible effect, Then stomachs secmed to be of 
the ostuch kinc, well fitted for the task of peipetua digestion, 

One of ow men had an allowauce of four poods of ‘butter and fat, 
(above 100 Lingtish pounds) and two poods of rye-flom, an ample 
provision for the hear best labourer; and yet a fortmeht had noi 
elapsed, before he began to complain of having nothing to eat. 
Z could not credit what he said, until the other Jakuts mformed 
me, to my infinite astonishment, that this man occ: sionally con- 
sumed at home in the space of 24 homs, thy hind-quaiter of 2 
Inge ox, and half a pood of fot, witha proportionate quantity 
of melted butte: for dis dink. But the appcmance of the man 
did not bem them out in their assertions; for he was sinall of 
stature, and very meagie. {Taying therefore a mind to m ke the 
tual of Ins gormindizing powers, {had a thick pomdge of rice 
hosled with thie: pounds ot butter, weighing together 28 pounds, 
Although the glutton had ahendy bienkfasted, yet he sat 
down with gieat eagerness, and, to my perfect amazement, con- 
sumed the whole without staring fiom the spot, ‘Lhe eatenstou 
of his stomach bettayed indeed a more than ordimary fullness, 
but otherwise, Le discovered not the slightest symptom of having 
‘been injwed or molested by 1; aud would in fact have been pie» 
panied for the renewal of lus gluttony the next day.’ J advised 
out comoant, howcver, to practise a hile forhemance in fue 
tue, and portion out the allowance given him for the time ap- 
pomted. {Ie now abstained fiom making hunsclf! any moto 
poildge, and mixing his flour alone with cold water, ate it in 
that raw state, that he might be the sooner satisfied, 

The banks of the 1ver continue, as before, to be paily 80 
low as to adimt he wate: over them, and patly mounteinous, 
according as thé iiyer itself wound thiougha Fah or low county, 
The wood consisted p incipally of laches, with here and thee 
of poplars, aldets, and othe 4, Tox the distance of 260 yeists 
both the benks were enclosed by, or 1an parallel with mountains, 
from whence tus tiack is called Stscheki, (cheohs), On tho 
sth of August the water rose within 24 ‘hows so high as to 
break its bounds, aud by the violence of its stream, brought a 
quantity of wood into the iver, I should conclude fiom this 
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extraordinary swell, that there must lave been very heavy sais: 
at the source of the iver, We were compelled to stay three 
days in one plice, to watt for the full of the water. I fixed the 
latitude of this place at 59° 2y'. 

00 the 29th of August ye were obliged to stem the tide be- 
low a waterfall, sbich extended two Jathoms, and nm which both 
banks were filled with pomted projecting stones. It cost us no 
small Louble to diaz o1r canoes agaist the stream betwixt these 
stones. Iu the midde of the wet, we could see nothing but 
foamung and dashing waves, instead of stones. Two versts fa- 
ther brought us to the proper cascade, which falls peipendien- 
Jarly fiom a herght of six feet. Tr dogs nat exter aver the 
whole bed of the river, but only fiom the ght shove to a little 
stony island in the middle. But atthough there was no waterfall 
on the left side, where we were, yet Lhe stream was 80 powet- 
ful,, and the wate‘ so shallow, that we were under the necessity 
of lightening ow canoes. Beyond this cascade the river was 
clothed with islands, and aftes tunning, agit we e, ina channel 
betwixt mountains, it was divided mto a number of arms, The 
number of scheworas and diy places now incteasing, we could 
not tow the canoes any longer, but were obliged to push them 
forward with ow hands. ‘To complete our misfortune, the cold 
weather now commenced. The mom ng frosts chilled the water 
to such'n degiec, that no one could endwe to stand in it for auy 
Jength of time. The people, parficulay the Jakuts, giew am- 
pationt qnd rebellious, abst nately refusing to labour any mo e. 
Finding that nether threats nor mteaties were of any avail, E was 
obliged to ty the power of example. T waded therelore myself 
foi 25 verste th augh tle water, and tl us succeeded mm bringing 
us out of this difficulty. ‘ 

All these arms ae igain united at the distance of seven versts 
fiom Judomskorliest  {Iere my stee sman had the nsfo tune 
of oversatting one of the canoes in tov ing round the point of an 
ishind, by which a part of the lading was lost 

On the 27th we a rived safe at ow journey’s end, and yntoad- 
ing our stores immediately into the magazines, | dismissed the 
fabouring Jakuts, that they mizht retun ome in the empty cr 
noes, The latitude of ths place, according to my obsti vation, 
wan 59° 43% 

As there were no horses here for co qoyit x our goods, Twas 
obliged to leave them in the cae of 1 Kosak, and proceed, with 
the few horses we could get, towards Orhotsk, 

On tho Sst of October, we passed two ishens, aml maga- 
aines, called the faebibaute (eny-dech) of Nhak, which were 
erected on the former expedition of Beluing; for here the fur~ 
ries atid cattous were built that served or caity13g the provisions 
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down the river Elrak, which were afte wmds t anaported to 
Ochotsk m lager craft. But now the water in the Ehak was 
much too shallow to admit of aay navigation with the smallest 
canoes, even when empty. Nor would it ever be practicable 
at any othe: t'me than in the spring, when thee is an exlraoiz 
diary swell of the water. All the rivers in these parts issue 
from the mountains, and are in connection with springs and a 
vulets that have also the same somce, by which they receive ex. 
t aordmary supplies of water, that are with cqual rapidity carried 
oft through othe: channels. i 

Keeping along the right hank of the river Flak, we contin. 
ally obscived poplus, burches, and’ eve y soit of shrub inter+ 
mixed with the latches, which cover its islands and shoves, 
The former serve a3 a haunt fo the woodcochs, which feast here, 
in great numbets, cn the ber tes in this season, which render their 
flesh very delicious In the spring they lose then fine flavour, 
tnd contiact both a taste and aaa from the buds of the laches, 
wluch is then only nutiiment. 

Enghty versts fiom the feiry-docks, we had to cross the Dhak, 
and turn off to the left over hills which brought us to the Jakut- 
ish place called Meta, on the Ochota. The remaining part of 
our journey, which was 70 versts, we went m birch canoes down 
the Ochota, with an immensely rapid st can, in six hou. - 

Mr. Billi: gs sta d but ten days at Ochosk, fom whence he 
ret ined to Jakitsk, Our liggige, whch had been left at Ju- 
domskor kiest, was brought here im notes, drawn by dogs, and 
we spent the 1emainder of the winter in sl ip-bulding, 

At the commencement of spring, I smveyed the mouths of 
the Ochota and Kuchtui, and sketched a plar of the city Ochotsk, 
the northern latitude of which I fised at 59° 48’, ‘Tho ensterly 
inclmation of the compass was 0° 40. 





CIIAP. VIII, 





VOYAGE FROM OCNOTSK oO IND RIVFR ULKAN&-DREAD- 
TUL SIORM.—1 NE ISEAND OF NANSHKAN=THE BAY OR 
ST, THEODOR,—PASSAGE FROW UIKAN TO ALDOMA 
OBSERVAILONS ON TNL ESIABLISUMENT OF A TAR 
HOUR ON INS ALNOMAM-ON THE RIVER AMUR— 
RLIURN 10 OCIIOTSK BY TIL ULKAN. 


On the return of sping [ procceded, agreeably to my com- 
mission, to stivey he south-weste n shoro of the Ochota, as tie 
, ae the river Ulan ~My wooden baidar, which was about 25 
fect 11 Jengta, was finished in April, but the ice prevented me 
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from setting out before the 31st of May. The crew consisted 
of ten men, and two subaltens. : 

The first day we had both wind and tide against us. ‘The fol- 
lowing day we passed the river Uhak, wouch we could not enter 
on account of the boisterous weatha, and rapidity of the stem, 
Not far beyond the Ul ak, two rivers of no reniarkable magni- 
tude, namely, the T'schilschikonka and the Chomot, fall into the 
sea, They both take then somce fiom the Uiakish mountams, 
at tho distance of JO versts. 

We were prevented by the storm for two days, fiom approach- 
ing the shore. On the thud we were carued with the s{ eam, to 
the cutiance of tie united Lrooks Matinkanka and Andytscha, 
which Aow about 40 yersis fiom the adjacent mountains. Be- 
tween the Manakanka and the Chomot, is a lake ten vejsts long 
and one and a half broad, :unming in a parallel line with the sea. 

Notwithstanding the violence of the stream with which we 
had to contend, we managed to enter the river Ulga the nest 
morning, which iy about 75 fathoms hioad. We obscived no 
sand-banks at its entance, and no shoals where the water was 
not two feet in depth. On the night side of the sive: 1s a bay, 
which extends fiom thence seven yersts clese by the sea, and 15 
about half a yerst broad. ‘The left sank :uns nea the brook 
Elgan, which occupies neatly 150 veists m extent of country, 
afid flovts also for seven veists close by the sen. It receives the 
addition of several other smalle brooks. 

The river Olga springs from the sme mountain as separates 
the Ulkan fiom the Main. Two hundred veists fiom ils mouth, 
it has a cataract of such an extiaordimary height and steepness, 
ag 10 prevent any canoe fiom passing by it According Jo the 
assertion of the Tungustns, this river aftcids a great quantity oF 
timber, at a considera ste distance h’gher up. 

Wo wore deta’ned here a whole cy by oad weather, in which 
we had a succession of sain and snow. ‘The sunounding moun« 
dning wore enticely covered with the latter, P 

‘The shore, fiom Ochotsk to this place, is remakably low 5, 
Dut 1se3 at the distance of 15 veists by a cham of mountains, 
that gindually approuch the river as you p oceed father, and 
form sevetal rocky declivities, Ii this county we found thice 
juts of Reindeer Tungnstans, Who were settled here, for the 
purpose of catching bems, which mo allued by the sea-weed* 
that 1s thrown up, to fiequent this shore m vast heads. They 
are very quict, and even afiaid of men, who kill them without, 
any diflicuity, ~ 

"Phe neat day we passed the tiver Guntschi, which is eleven 
fathoms bioad at ats mouth, snd has its source in the south- 
westein chain of movutaus, The two rivers, Nandakan and 
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Llba, flow into it, the one fiom the night, and the other from 
the left Among the stupendous ciags whith extend along this 
rver was one called Chattandga, which projected at the height 
of 100 fathoms mto the water, and attracted our attention fem 
the number of sea-hons which were lying on the stones under 
the dechvity. The summit of ths rock 13. a haunt for buds éf 
various species, ts the tschatka or mew, the ula or Pelccanus 
doluceus, ma, alca toida or penguin, topaka or Alcea ai tica, 
and the kamennschka, Aus P aan or fonduck. 

Nea this promontory we were overtaken by a violetit slo m, 
which dashed up the waves mountams high in its violont conten- 
tion with the opposiig tide, and threntened every moment to 
swallow up ou little bark; fut the wind being favowable, the 
baida sailed with stch immense rapidity, as to escape every 
ovawhelatg Lillow, and brought us ma shoit time to a less 
dangerous spot: bit on approaching the shore, betwixt the rocky 
piecipices, ow bardar :ecuived a violent shock, by which it was 
fhrown on if side, aud many of ts compellud to wade through 
the water to the shore for om own safety, 7 

While we were diymg ow clothes and provisions, the storm 
subsided, and enabled us to puisue ovr comae, which Jed us 
past the steep mountain Knhan, that projects mfo the sea. Ay 
its extremity there w 3 a stone pillar, about saven fathoms dis- 
fant, which was neatly the height of the mountain rtself,“and had 
the appeatance of a towet ‘seven versts beyond this mountain 
the biook Kekia falls ito the sca, after having recaved two 
other rivulets, 

Sho ty after we discovered on a small island, opposite to the 
elit Qdshan, four jurts of Remdeer “Lungs sans, who are pet. 

_ ted hove for the purpose of huntug bens on the sea-shore, 
and wild sheep on the mocntans. In the summer they collect 
Yast quantities of eggs liom the sea-birds that ficquent this coast, 
and nest m the hollows of the rock. J 

‘The next day we reached the river Ulkan, which was appoint 
ed by Captaia Billings ns our place of rendezvous, ‘The breadth 
of this river at its mo ith 13 nine fathoms, and its depth+at low 
watcr, thiee feet, but farthe: on, only « foot and a half. The 
Iptitude of thus place y 57°0', the elevation of the tide, six or 
seven fret, and at the new moon, mine on ten feet, 

T was induced, fiors the shoit distance of the river Aldoma, 
and fiom what [had heard of xt, to embiace this moment of 
leisure to pay ita visit, and accoidmgly set off on the 13th of 
June, We anived towards noon at the Aldomih bay, which 
takes its name hom the above iver, wrth wich it combines to« 
wads the west. "The greater part of this bay is diy at low wa- 
‘ter, and the rest is not above 54 fathoms. 
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The Aldoma has two sources, namely on the Jablonish motn- 
tains, and on those {om whence the Ulkan sp-mgs, At its 
mouth we found thice jurts of Tungusians, who subsist aloue on 
fish, wlnch are similar to those at Oclotsk, The Reindeer 
Tungusians come also hete to fish at the Jlose of June, 

* Although they assured me that the banks of the Aldoma pro- 
daced no timber, yet I obseived among the floating wood some 
piéces four yards in thickness, and twelve o1 fourteen in length, 

Duimg my stay i the Uldoma, I had the unexpected pleasme 
of meethhe with Mr, Fomm, who was just come fiom the Uda. 
Whocvee has expe.tenced the agiccable sup.cse 0, meetirg a 
fiiend or acquamtance in a savage and desert qua ter of the 
globe, will fully, enter into ou: feelings 01 this occasion, 

Mr. Tomin was commissioned to plan a habow on the 
Uda, but its entrance bemg two shallow, and otherwise in- 
commodious for the reception of vessels, he trad stiveyed. the 
whole of the Uda as far as the Chinese frontiers to the east, 
and the Aldoma to the north-east, but found nothing worthy of 
his attention, except a bay in the latter uiver, which was per~ 
fectly sheltered on all sides, exeept towards the south. Besides 
these two rivers, thee 1s only the famous Amur, which after 
passing though 400 veists of the Chinose tenito.y, falls into 

ng aca. 

4 ‘This river formeily belonged to Russia, and between the years 
1664 and 1689, att.aced the Kosaks and bantes fiom the 
different nations m the Ru.sian domimons, tu its bordeas. Cr 

ties, fortresses, and villages, were built, and agriculture intro 
duced, The Jand 1s fiuitful, and the wa er abounds in fish ; the 
inhabitants therefore lived in opulence, and would in time have 
converted this tiact of count y inlo the most flaunshing pat of 
Russia, if the envy aud jealousy of the Chmese had not been 
roused against these new settlers, to impede their farther estas 
blishment, ‘They sent a corsidernble force for the pupore of 
destroying then cities, and although they met with a stout 164 
sis.ance, yet bya trenty concluded betwee1 then and the Rus- 
sins, the latter retamed only the upper part of the Amur, under 
the name of the mveis Schilka and Aiguka, the confluence of 
which forms the new fiontier, All beyond this point was ceded 
to the Cunaese, and the Russian c.ty Albasin, together w.th the 
Avgunsh on the sonthein side of the A1gina, and adjacent places, 
were destroyed. ‘The city of Neitochinsk only was saved, and 
and afterwards mother fortress of the samé name was built, on 
the noith side of the A guna, 

‘The Chinese have not derived the smallest advantage fiom this 
possession of the river, which, by :emaining in the hands of the 
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Russians, would have made them masters of the Dusterm Ocean, 
and secuicd to them av extensive trace in those seas, 

Tliving seit our people forwaid with the baida, L staid two 
days Jonger with Ma. Lomin, in order to accompany him on iem- 
deer to the Ulkan, where he aunived alter 9 yornoy of 30 vests 
in six hours, and found a tent e ected for our icception, Mat 
Fomin did me the kindness of stopping with me two days, at the 
end of which he set off agam for the Alduma, 

The interval of wait 1g fo our commande, was employed by 
the men in the pursunt of sea ons nem the promontosy of Enkan, 
two of which they succeeded in shooting, after two days chace. 
They me com nonly shot as they lie estended 01 the 10ck, and 
at so short a distance, that they may be hit on the crown o1 tem- 
ples, the only two pats in which they are to be moitally wound+ 
ed. On rectiving a wound m any othe: place, they spring into 
the water, and sink to the bottom the instant they die. ‘The 
flesh of these two antmals, which weighed nenly 80 poods, was 
a sufficient load for my whole batdar, the men ate of it with 
nuuch avidity, and esteemed it a g ‘cat luxmy, although I did not 
find it equally dehcions. The paws, masrow, and Jndnies, in 
dead, wese fice fiom tny offensive smell, and had a toleable 
flavour. 

In consequence of a counter order from Captain Billings, not 
to wait ity be heie, but toretuin to Ochotsk, I set off f ont 
this place on the 27th of June. In my way thither I passed the 
mouth of the 1iver Ulya, and entercd the Urak. Tho bicadth 
of this river 15 70 fatho ns at its mouth; its depth, at the fall of 
the water, five or six fect, and higher up, two feet, or a foot 
andahalf, ‘hice yeas ago the Urak fell into the sea fothor 
towards tho westg but the small neck of Jand, which soparated 
it from the sea, bemg washed away by a flood, it folsook its 

* former mouth, and took this new couse, 

The bunk of the Urak is inhabited by some Jakuts, who bave 
removed fiom Jnkutsk. ‘Tie meichant Ichelechow has also 
erccted so no bariacks here, aud a dock-yad, in which he built 
three vessels. 

Qn the 7th of July, we anived at the mouth of the Ochota, 
where we were received by almost all the inhabitants of the city. 
Our commander, and tie rest of {ie expedition, were ot 
Ochotsk. J presented him with my jownal and map of my late 
excusion, and received the comm pnd of the sh p Slawa Rossit 
(the Fime of Russia) which was al eady launched and equipped. 
‘The length of its deck was 86 fect 6 inches; its depth, 9 fect 
6 inches ; and its breadth, twenty feet eight mches. ‘The second 
vessel, which was 52 feet smaller than the former, and received 
the name of the Dobroe Nameienig, was launched the next 
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day. Both vessels weve Inid at anchor in Ochota, opposite the 
town, and the utmost exertions possible used to fit them out 
complete for smiling; but this was attended with infimte difli- 
cully for want of pope hands to execute the business. The 
Kpsaks, who had been sent us instend of smlors from all parts 
of Sibeia, were not ony total syangers to the sea, but to every 
thing belonging to a yessel ; and wejo uot very expert m lean- 
ing th’s new calling. Nor did we derive much greater assist- 
ance from the salo sin the haven of Ochota, who were alto- 
gether urlused to the equpment of yessels like ous, 
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TUL TWO VESSELS GO IN1TO THE ROAD§.—DESTRUCTION 
Or THE DOBROE NAWLRENIE, ~~ SAILING OUT OF THE 
OCHOTSK ROAD —DISCOVERY OF THE ISLAND JONAS.— 
NAVIGATION BELWIXT THE KURILIAN ISLANDS — 
ARRIVAL AT TITLE BAY OF AWATSKA.—ENSRANCE INTO 
UE HARBOUR OF PLTROPAULOWSK, 


Tur ship Slawa Rossii was, notwitl standing every impedi- 
ment, completely cquipped m Angust ; but we could not load 
hay deeger than 84 feet, as there ate many sand banks at the 
mouth of the Ochota, which ae not above nie feet deep, 
These saud bunks, which we were ublyed to piss, cater ded a 
verst and a half, and although we could have casily effected this 
in half an hour with a good wind tnd full sails, yet we were 
obliged to tow the ship along the shoe for some days, and to 
stop twice a day, about elevon o'clock, by the shallow places, 
Not {o mention that our towing was sometintes of no avail, 
when the bottom was extremely uneven, and the tide vay 
stiong, 

After we had succecded in getting the vessel over the sands, 
we tuned off fiom the shore of the 1:ver Kuchtin, to the other 
side of the two united rivers, where wo found ita suitable depth. 

We threw out all ou: anchors for the sake of sccuity, and 
thus, for two days, remained quict; bat on the thud, as the 
tide fell,‘ the stream was so violent as to tea: the vessel from its 
duchors, alluoupl it was fstened by y cable ty the snue, We 
wee accordingly obliged to 1cmam 12 hows lying on a shoal, 
from which we were released by the return of the tide on the 
following day, and cast anchot against the.side of the siver. 

On the 27th of August, this vessel went out, with a favour- 
able wind, mto the roads, and anchored fou versts from the 
shore, in six fathoms. The captain went on land, ,consigning 
the management of the landmg, mid every thing else, to my cae, 
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Ya the mean time, the final equipment of the Dohioc Name- 
rene being comple'ed, at set sail from the city to the mouth of 
the river; where, on the 8th of Septemher, we witnessed the 
beginning and end cf its navigation, As we wore on the pomt of 
eariymg her out of the river, the wind, which had filled our sails 
with a favouable gale, suddenly diopped, and was sticceeded by 
an extraordinary swell of the sea, which drove a-head of us, and 
occasioned a horrib e seeling of the vessel. It scarcely moved 
forwards, and was with difficulty hept off'n sand-bank, against 
which it was perpetually forced by the towering billows, Co- 
wus eleven o'clock, the beating of the waves incicased, aid 
the shallopa, with which the vessel was towed on, being thrown 
into disorder, were thus icndered disserviceable. The next in~ 
sfant the shsp lay on its beam ends, fast in a sind bank. It wag 
now enveloped in a furious vortex of billaws, that dashed with 
indescribable vehemence and velocity from side to side, und car~ 
ried away all ats masts. In this distiess 14 was umpossible to af. 
food any assistance. The mhabiants of the town, who had 
flocked to the shoe, wee obliged to stand as idle spectators, 
roging of the waves equally prevented any one fam rowing 
up to the vessel, ay t did the crew fiom getting on land. "The 
one now beheld the d eadful spectacle with hemtlelt compas~ 
ston, and the other awaited then inevituble fate in,despau, 
With every wave that followed im rapid succession, the slup was 
heaved backwed or forward with such violence, ay to shuke te 
men from the cable on which they hung. Some were even 
hurled into the water, while othas wee threatened with bemg 
dashed to pieces by he broken masts. In this dreadful and pi- 
table condition they were obliged to spend four hours, until the 
retun of the ebb, which appcused the fury of the waters, We 
homediately clerred ho ship of the engo and provisions, and 
made every endeavow to dag it to the shore, but wore twice 
 Siebaet by the tido selimg in more impetupusly than before. 

Minding the efore, on examination, thot the vessel was 100 much 
damaged to admit of repr, Mr, Billn gs, and the officers, 
wnanimously resolved on having it bunt, m orde, at any, rate, 
‘to preserve the iron, On the evening of the Oth, therefore, we 
had the mortification of sceing our vessel, the Doliod Name. 
renje, which had cost us so much pams, anxiety, and moncy, 
consumed hy the flames. 

The ngitution of the water continued for threo days, particu. 
aly at the mouth of the raver, where the surge beat with such 
vvehemence ngainst the breakers, us fo pievent ou getting on 
Jand, I now expected that u Ingh wind would have ancceeded 
from the quarter where the sea had been so tumultuous: but, 
on the contrary, it continued a perfect calm for eight days, from 
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whenee we natually concluded, that the storm had rembined at 
a distance. Dung the whole of this time we received all so ts 
of utensils and matentals fom the wieck, 

On the 16th the sea was gain very Loisterous, and ou vés~ 
sel dragged her anchor very much, ‘The captain, Mr Hall, and 
myself, who were on land, passed a sry uneasy night, as we 
snew the river to have a bad bottom, cousisting of pebbles, and 
appichended that our vessel might expeiience a simula fate with 
many transports which hud been driven aground 

In the yea 1787, we were witness to a case of this kind hee, 
with a ship anived fiom Inshiga, which was u.ab e to enter the 
river atlow water, and anchored off the 1eef. The wind rising, 
and the sea becoming rough, the ship was driven mto a shoal, 
and stuck on the shore. “4 .. 

We happily escaped this danger, and embraced the fi st fa~ 

vowable wind on the 20th to put to «ea, m aiden to sail to 
Kamischatka by the way of the Kinilaa islands, and spend the 
winter 11 the habour of the Petopaulowsk. ‘The favomable 
wind lasted but twenty four lioms, and was succeeded by a squall, 
which disturbed the sea so much that we were obhged to hawl in 
all the sails, except the mizen-sail, and feaye the ship to the 
mercy of the waves. : 
* 'TUt greater part of the people who were with us had never 
been to sea, and were of comse contintrlly sich fom the ox- 
taoidinary rocking of the vessel, which was not a hittle inci eased 
by the force of their imagiuations; tor they fancied, that every 
wave, which towered mounthins high towards our vessel, would 
assuredly swallow tiem. Some of the salois fiom Octiofsk, 
who had heen at sea before, whispercd to the others, that the 
storm arose from the ea le which Captain Billings had caught alive 
and taken with him. ‘They accondmgly entreated that it might 
havo its iocity, and although this request was uot comphed 
with, yet the wind droppcd m two days, and we steered with a 
favouiable gale and full sails S. E duecty towads thesecond Ku- 
rihtan island, 

Although we had no idea of a new discovery inthis well 
known sea, through which many vessels pass from Ochotsk to 
Kimtchatka, yet we sent a person to the tap-maat to take a aut~ 
vey of the cowry around, who called te usat teu o'clock in tic 
monung that he discovered land, We «ssued ourselves of the 
renlity by mcans of om telescopes, and 11 order to remove every 
possible doubt, diccted ou cose that way, After in how's 
sailmg, we stood m nem enough to disunguish a Iitde island, 
about half a mile in extent, and elevated more than a hund cd 
fathoms above the wate. lt appeaed to be encompassed on 
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all all sides with lofty pespendicular socks and chifts, conccaled 
under the water, aud 1csembled a haystack at a distance, 

This island, hitherto unknown, must lave been very danger~ 
ous at night and in misty weather for the navigators of this 
ocean; and, if I conjecure rightly, the vessel which went in 
the September of the preceding year from Ochotsh to Kamt- 
schatka, and was never heard of after, wis lost on this shove: 
for a boisterous wind and a thick mist move on the thiid day 
fiotn the south-east, which drove the ship perhaps this way, and 
dashed it on the rock. » S ich an accident might indeed have hap~ 
pened on the shore of the conunent or the Kenran islands, bur 
in thit case it must have been discovered. We gave this land 
the name of Jonas, in honour of tho snint whose feast was com- 
tmemorated on this day. The latitude of this place, by my ob- 
servation, was 56° 59’; the depth $7 fathoms, and the bottom 
gravelly. ‘I'he island was then fifteen sles towards the south- 
west of our cotnse, 

‘While lying in the roads I obseived that the sen-birds, and 
particulaly the mews, flew every evenng fiom tho sho 6 to the 
sea southward, and returned every moi ung enrly. . Fiom whence 
it is far to conclnde, that they staid for the mght on the island 
Jonas, or some other rocky islets lying still nearer, where they 
find n secure retirement, free fiom every molestation, . 

The wind continuing fait, wocame in sight of the Alaid, the 
first of the Kurilian islands, on the twenty-seventh, lying rather 
sidewards, and, on that account, not properly belonging to the 
cluster. It consists of 2 single mountain, whose hea head, 
batiea covered with snow, is concealed jn the clouds. To ns 
it had the appearance of a sugai-loaf, bit from a sonth-enst di- 
rection it seemed fo extend itself moro into a flat suiface. Lt iy 
suid to smoke occasionally. Boyond the Alnid, the second 
Kunlian island breaks ferth from its cloud of mist, 

Unaequainted as we were with this sea, we found it pradent 
to remove towards night from land sslauds, and on the dawn of 
day, approwhed the thud Kanan island, Schi-inki, the left 
shoe of which we passed towards noon. It is about two miles 
in extent, and encompassed with steep rocks, consisting of tall 
cliffs, covered with moss. Fiom these we were visited by a 
number of uri is, They all flew alternately, one after the 
other, very close round our ship, not less than three times, a9 af 
they wold eye us with pecan attention; afte, which they 1c- 
tuned to then nests, ‘Chis curious bird 1s suid to be 9 certain 
indication in a storm, that land 18 not far off, because it never 
goes any distance from the shore. 

Fiom tho thd wland we steered by the fouth, the Mamrish, 
Which ig mot ntamous aud rocky, into ‘the straight between the 
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gecond and fifth, which is called Quehotan. In the middle of 
this spaight we were becalmed towards noon, We heaved the 
lead, but found no bottom. Its breadth, which 15 27 miles, 
makes Jt one of the largest, and least daugetous among the Ku- 
vilian islands, Tn addition to which, at has no swampy places, 
and the tide is less impetuous here than at the others, 

‘The thi d and foutth Kui tan islands have neither wood nor 
inhabitants, but the second and fifta yield an inconsiderable 
numbers of buch shrubs, and are thin y inhabited by a people, 
who, in appeatance, aud mode of lising, resemble the ane 
chadales move than the southan Kmihans. ‘They have received 
the name of hay Knriltans, from the long beads b which 
they are distingmshed. The northerm Kunthans derive’ their oi- 
gin, if we may judge by the 1esembjance, fiom thé Kamtscha- 
dales; but fiom whence these hany ones aie derived, it 1s difticnlt 
to decide; for scarcely any people in ths quater, either Chmese, 
Japanese, o1, in fact, any northern nation on the shoies of Asia, 
have any bead; except the Gilaks, living near the mouth of 
the Amur. 

The 28th of September was the finest day smce om depar- 
ture from Ochotsk. The sun shone till the ser; evening, with a 
waunith little inferior to that in the middle of summer, After 
the colt! weather, which we had hitheito had fos a constancy, it 
now seemed qs if we weyé transported al at once fiom the fr~ 
gid to the torrid zone, although we were only ten degices moie 
to the south, The mildness of the an, the aspect of the shore, 
dnd the glittering suiface of the unruffed ocean, all inspired us 
With a vivacity, to which we had long been strangers, During 
this day we were all constantly on deck, but,eusually, no one 
would leave tie cabin who was not on d ity. . 

On the first of Octaber, we desciied the mountaiious shore 
of Kamtschatka, by which we pursued our couse, until we a1- 
rived off the havea of Petiopaulowsk. At a distanco we per- 
coived five lofty and distmet mountams, one of which is called 
Wiluit-Schinskaja, and has the bay of Awatska to the right; 
three others lie together on the right hand, about 50 versts fiom 
the sea; of these the western, which is called Stieloschnaia, 
has a loftier and more peaked summit than the others. ‘The 
Awatskinskain, othei wise called Gone via, which les adjacent 
to it, is voleanic, and emnts fire; the third is nameless, and 
lower than the two othas. ‘The last, denominated Schupa+ 
nowna, lies more northerly, and more scmote than the rest: it 
Appenia also at distance to be mora level, Although these 
mauntams are gittated farmland, yet, on account of their ex- 
traordmary height, they me very conspicuous eveu above the 
shore, which is ratter elévated. A vety exact diawing of this 
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view is to be found in Cook’s voyage, which diflers four mite, 
only fiom the slight differcnee of position. 

At the ett ‘ance of the biy of Awatska, we passed a light 
house, erected ona lofty rocky prominence, on the left of which 
was au insular mountam of stone, called Staritschkow, afler the. 
name of a bird that fiequents it in great abundance. The sta- 
ritschkow procellatia wuita 1s a bird about the size of a pizeon, 
with a bluish bill, and small feathers, of a bristly kind; its head 
is of a purple colour, having a circle of white feathcs, m the 
middle, which are thmncr and longer than the seat, Its neck is 
black above, with white spots undemeath. Its body is white, the 
shart large feathers of its wings blackish, and the sest blue; its 
sides and {ail black; its feet 1ed, and trebly intligited with a 
web between,each, andats claws black. Ou the little islands of 
Kamtschatka they aie found m vast numbers, and ate caught by 
the Kamtschadales with gieat facility. Besides this bird, thee 
aie algo sea-pariots, mews, and alas, the Jatter of which paid 
us a vist of cunosily 23 before, and thon dis: peared, 

The entrance of the bay by tle bght-house, hns 13 fathoms 
water, and a sandy bottom, The bancs on both sides me perc 
ed and stony, having occasionally windings, in and out. Not far 
beyond the fight-house, stand three lotty ssolated rocks in the 
form of pillas, close by each other; on which accourt thoy 
ave denominated the Lhiee Ribbons. Very near these pillars is a 
litt creek called the Sane, irom the sult-works which exist on 
its banks, On one side of the creck, fies a little stony island, 
called the 7) aitor’s Islnd; fiom its having been the place of con- 
cealment for the ringlealers ol the Kamtschadale insuucetion 
against the Russigns, On the other sile is a lofty rock, called 
the Giandmother’s Rock. 

The entiance into the bay eatends two Ieagues beyond these, 
cand terminates with the commencement of the bay itacl{, which 
ig 26 leagues in extent, and loses itself in three crecka, running 
patallel with each other: one of whier is called Tasjmskor, the 
second Rakowoi, and the thnd forms the hmbour of Petropau- 
lowsk, which was the object of our destination, [thes inore 
to the noith of the entrance, in the middle of which is a sand. 
bank, where the depth of the water is scarecly 14 fathom. The 
creck itself is fiom ss to fifteen fathoms deep, and affords a 
good anchoiage every where in its muddy bottom, The shore 
and sunounding county is mountamous, except towads the 
north-west, where th2-e me some plams and low-lands. From 
this e also, flow the rivers Awatska and Paratunka, into the 
areck, 

‘Towards evening we came to anchor near the harbow of Pe- 
sropaulowsk, which is above a vest jh eucumfercnee, On the 
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west side, it is sheltered by a mountamous nacow peninsula, 
and on the south side, by a small gut of land, consistmg of 
pebbles, and called Koschka, Between that peniisula, and 
Koschhe, one must run into the haibou, The breadth of thie 
straight 18 40, and the depth, from seven to nme fathoms, The 
bottom is muddy. 

On the Koschka there are eight dwelling-houses, interspersed 
with several buloganen ; or log houses, and on the north shore 
of the haven are fou, together with a wooden building for an 
hospital, and the store-houses built during the expedition of 
Comtnodore Belumg, which are still in good condition, The 
number of the mhabitants is limited to eleven Kamtschadalés, 
one ensign from the army, and 23 Kosaks. The counyy around 
the haven is mountainous, but the noith and east sides have suf- 
ficient level giound for 300 houses. 


CILAP, X. 








ARRANGEMENTS POR WINTERING IN PETROPAULOWSK. 
“REMARKS ON THE FISHERY, AND THY CATILE OF 
KAMSCHATKA JOURNEY WITH poGs TO THE FoR- 
TRESS OF BOLSCHERESK. KAMISCHADALE DANCE— 

* PRISENT CONDITION OF THU KAMISCHADALES, 


V V E entered the haven of Pet opaulowsk on the 5th of Oc- 
tober, and moored our vessel by the magazmcs, in which all our 
stoves aud provisions wele deposited. We were distubuted an 
the dwellmgs, 3 well as the smallness of the place would ad- 
mit. Mi. Bullmgs took possession of the impenal building, 
which was spacious and commodious. Lieutenant Dall, Ba- 
kow, and I, took cp our lodgings at no gre it-distance, in’a Ko- 
sak’s house; but it was so nanow, as to bold little more than 
our hammocs at night. The height was proportionable to the 
size; for we could scaicely stand upught without striking our 
heads against the ceiling. ‘Lhe doctor and the surgeon tesided. 
in an adjoining house, and the others were accommodated on 
the Koschka. 

For the relief of the inhabitants, we resolved on building a 
lnige jut, o bathing-100m, and a forge, on the north side of the 
haven, ‘The only timber we could find for this purpose was 
birch, which g ows yety abundantly in the swrounding country. 
Our andeitahing, which was commenced aud executed in a short 
time, was guegtly favoured by the weatle, that remamed very 
waim to the first of Novemba. We had hitheito scen no 
snow, but what had been lying on the mountams, 

The shore, indeed, had lost the enchanting verde of spring 
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and summer, and the trees were entirely strip¢ of thei Ieaves; 
but there were some cedar or birch shits stil remami ig ww the 
hojlow windings of t1e mountains, that afforded us many agree- 
able walks, until the snow fell so heavily as to block up our 
passige, Wo had now only one narrow path in the declivity tor 
waids the Koschka, and another between the mountams towards 
a lake situated 800 furlongs to the north of our dwellmg-place. 
By this Jatter pati, on the right hand bank of a rivulut running’ 
jnto the hayen, lhe two remarkable persons, close to each other, 
namely, the Professor de !’Iste do la Croyére, who accompamed 
Commodore Beh mg, as astronomer, and Captun Clake, who 
suceceded Captain Cook in the command. From the lake just 
noticed, you may ut low water, walk :ound the mo intainous pe- 
ninsula which encloses the haven on the western side, and the 
extent of the town will uot exceed two versts;, but this path a 
very stony and fat guing, it is therctore little frequented, except 
by spoitsmen, who go in serich of mews, or siskas, (anus 
hicmahs), a species of ducks. 

By some beds of rock in this penmsula, we discovered green 
jasper ma, on which were the representations of stubs or 
fees; we algo for nd, in tho crevices of the rocks, somo layers 
ot anarinth, not very lage, and semarkably thin. 

Tot some time atter ow aiyal, there was uo fiesh fish®to be 
had, Tn the begimmg of November, we began to catch wach- 
nag in abundance, and occasionally henings, “he wachna, (ga~ 
dus aglesinus), 1s a sort of stock-tish, nbout half 9 yard in 
length, with arom dish bocy, and thieo dorsal fing. When taken 
out of the water, it 1s perlcetly of a copper colour, but tyrns 
quite pale, Its flesh is wh'te, but soll, and not pleusimt to the 
taste. ‘The roe 1s, however, of a fine tcature, and has the bert 
flavour, Itis an phabitent of the Ewopean Ocean, but moat 
ficquently found 19 Kamitschatka, We were now onabled to 
provide ourselves with fresh and healthy food, but on the flue 
of tus 1esource, we should have been compelled to vo on salt 
provisions nlone, af we had not persuaded a Kosak to gell us a 
cow for 65 rubles, the ani nal was not very large, and yielded. 
but an inconsiderable quantity of meat, yet we contrived to eke 
it ont a9 long as possible. Tho whole haven of Petropanlowsk, 
éould nol produce more than this cow and seven oxen, belong. 
ing to the c own, which had been driven hither from the foitioss 
of Weiehne-Kamtschack for the expedition that was to have 
gone out, under the command of Cuptam Molowsky, But it 
was prevented by tie breaking out of the Swedish war, in which 
this estimable offievt fell, and if L mustuke not, in the fist en- 
Bagement under Admiial Gicig, in*1788; otherwise the Rus- 
stan fag would probably have waved 14 or 15 years emlict under 
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the equator, At the period of the fi st Kamtschatkish expér 
dition, about 50 years age, some horned cattle were transported 
Inthe, which we might suppose would have considerably multi- 
plied with proper care. It is impossible to find a placu more 
hited for breeding cattle than Kamtschatka. {t has a number of 
enclosmes, pwticula: y in the vicmity of Petiopaulowsk, by the 
rivers Awatska and Paratunka, which yie d an excellent pasture 
of tall and nutritious g ass, well calculated to give the flesh a 
delicious, lavaur, 

On the approach of winter, the wl: bitants are busied with 
putting then sledges im order, and tying np their dogs, to fit 
them for drawing, as they have hithesto been allowed to run 
loose. Sledges and dogs ave in general se herp, both for tra+ 
velling and conveyance, Mi, lial, and I also, furnished our- 
selves with one, taking at first only small journies with Unee 
dogs; but growing bolder afterwa ds, as our shill incicased, we 
ventured with five dogs over the mountains, to ihe dwollmg- 
place of Paratunka, 26 veists distant fron Petropa ilowsk. 

The sledges here differ very consilembly fiom those of 
Ochotsk, being shorter, smaller, lighter, and much higher. ‘They 
will ecaicely hold two, and are very Lusteady on account of their 
monstrous height. In descending any hill, the utmost care and 
desterity is requisite, to keep the fuet sid the oschtol in the 
proper direction; for the smallest oversight of tins kd may 
cost a peisan his life, ag has been the cage with even expersenced 
dhiveis, who have been dashed to pieces pgainst the tees lying 
im the way. 

‘The management of the dogs is no less difficult and danger- 
ous here, than & Ochotsh; for tiey ac equally apt to become 
ingavernuble on tle scent of any ammal. In o der to stop 
them, they diive the aschtol between the frout sledge of the 
convey ince as far into the suow as possible, and always keep tha 
two fore dogs ina tight rein, that one may be able to run awny. 
When the declivity of nny mountain is unusually stcep and dan- 
gorous, they bind binch-twigs :ound the bottom of the sledge, 
to impede its courso, The cy of ko ko ko stops the dogs; 
anch aach drives them on; chnn chna chow, tmns them to the 
right; and uga uga uga, to the left. ITunters do not make use 
of these words, for for of fughtening ther game, but strike 
gently with the oschtol on the nght side of the sledgo, when 
they should turn to the ught, and be id them down to the snow 
to the left, when they should go to the If, Besides the dans 
ger i this mode-of travelling, it ig attended wath many incon~ 
vonicncies, You must never let your dogs go loose, If ever 
you are overturned, you myst rather he diagged along i1 the 
snow than leave your hold, for it is a great disgrace ta lose your 


4 
oy 


6h SARYISCHEWS TRAVELS. 


dogs, and be obhged to wade through the snow on foot 3, not to 
mention that the dogs very often entangle themselves in their 
harness, in which case, the driver must take aff Ins gluves in 
the cold to put them to rights, and 19 often in danger of being 
soiled with then dung. ‘The worst trick you ear play a driver, 
is to cast a piece of juko! among his dogs, who fight for it until 
they are thrown wuto the utmost confusion. If he he in com- 
pany with others, he is thuy prevented fiom keeping up_ witli 
them, and exposed to all the inconvemencies of going: behind ; 
the principal of which 15, that the dung of the other dogs 15 
continually fieez ng on his sledge, and requires tan every mo- 
ment to clear it away witb ns hnife. When you get toa pub- 
lic-howses you are not free from your dogs, ‘Che instant they 
are unbauessed, they must be tied toa post. Nor can they be 
immediately fed, tor they must wait until the sweat is dried off. 
AA whole or balf aq jukol is then given them, but the mister must 
stand by to see that every dog gets ins part, and alyo to drive 
away the cravs, which are not very shy m ting county. "They 
will collect in g eat quantities round the dogs if not thus guad+ 
ed, and snap up all their allawance. 

Captain Billings gomg with Mr Quill, the simgeou, at the 
close of November to the fortress of Bolscherezsk, M-. Bet 
ying and { lollowed him, agreeable to his request, at thé ent Of 
December. We set off with our dogs from Petropaulowsk, 
and proceeded by the bay of Awatsia, over hitle acchivities co- 
sored with buch-wood. On the summit of one we saw a loose 
stone thovoughly bunt, about five yads im cncumference. Tt 
appeared to have been thrown out fiom some volcanic moun- 
tan; bat as thet of Awatska, the very nearest, 18 certamly 40 
versts distant, 8 not probable fora stone of that weight to 
have becn huiled go far on any © uption, however violent. {t is 
a far more feasib e conjectito, that the explosion formerly took 
pice a quuter nenrer ths spot. It 1s in fret not altogether 
improbuble, that the place now oceupied hy the bay of Awatska, 
was formerly a volcame mountain, which fell in and formed this 
harbour. dt ietmns at least many traces of having originaled 
fiom a corivnision of the curth. Seven versts fom the harhour 
we left the above heights and dosendcd mto a plam that extends 
for 20 versts, an lis mterseeted by the two rivers Awatsha and 
Paatunks, We stopped at the Kamtachadale place, of the 
same tame with the latoa river, which lies seven versts distant 
fiom its mouth, and has a wooden chuch, the remains of whut 
had been built or the expedition of commodore Belnimg. 

From the fortress of Paratunsk, the way leads up the river 
Awatska, where we found many otters, and discovered the tracts 
of sables and foxes, 
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The sables of this place are not esteemed the best, but the 
Kamfischadale ied foxes are superior to any of their hind, and 
are sold at remaikably high pices when they are of a fiery red 
colow. Trom this pertiular they have ibceived the name of 
Ognenkon. Besides these auimals, thera are, as we icaim from 

cthe Kamtschadales, wild sheep, remdezr, bears,’ ad wolves, in 
the mountams. The last are the most dangerous, and fe- 
queatly mcke fierce attacks on travellers in the winter. But the ‘ 
beais sie so peaceable, as even to be afiaid of human beings, 
and rua aivay at the sight of them. , 

After travelling thiee and thuty versts, we took up our night's 
lodgmg at the little fortress of Koratehiu, so called from its 
haying been fist founded and whabited by the Koraks, ‘Llus ,° 
dwelling-place was separated by 30 versts of mountatnaus coun- 
try from the fortress of Natschinsk or Natcheekell. 

Two versts distant from here is a hot spnug, called Natschi- 
Kinskish, We turned a little out of the road to visit this water, 
which, notwithstanding the severity of the cold, was still remark- 
ably tepid, having a sulphuicous smell and a bitter taste. We 
threw m some pieces of money, which, in a few hows, received 
the light grey colour of tin, The Kamtschadales make very 
fequent use of this spring for a bath; on which account it was 
paled in, in two different places, one above, at ils somce, for 
*the Winter, and the other below, for the summer. We wished 
to sce the 11se of this sprmg, but weic prevented by the swam- 
piness of the ground fiom approaching sufficiently near, 

We set off fiom hence belore day Incak, in oder to reach the 
little fortress of Apatschinsk, 95 versts distant, m one day. Our 
way led over Jofiy mountains that stietch ina continued chain 
fiom the interior of Kamtschatha to the shore; where they ae 
lost in vacky declivities. Apatuclinsk les on the tiver Bol- 
schaja, a8 you descend from these mountains From here to 
the fortress of Bolschesezsk were only 40 sersts, which we went 
by a direct and even road im legs than fou hours. 

'The fortress of Bolscherezsk, situsted on the banks of the 
Bolschaja, haya church and thity habitations. Its inhabitants 
consist principally of Kosaks, with a few meichants and citizens, 
Befoic the advancement of the fortress Nishne-Kamtschatrsk 
to the rank of a town, the first magisti te of Kamtschatha made 
this his place of residence; but now a seijeaut is commander 
of the fortiess. The Kosaks here ac much more opulent than 
those of Petropaulowsk, almost all of them having then cattle 
anda good domestic economy. ‘Their gardens are stocked with 
excellent tumtps and potatoes, For the 1 troduction of the 
Jaiter vegetable they are indebted. to counsellor Remokc, the 
former commander of Kagntschatha, 

All the inhabitants here me usually diessed like the Kamt- 
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schadales, in 2a/tus and kamlegas. The former ave the skins 
of .eindeer, cut into shits; and the laticr are skins of any kind, 
sttipped of their hair, and made quite phant. Ou holidays, the 
women wear a sort of silk gown of an old Raysian shape, which 
was fashionable 60 yeats ago. ‘They have also a speckled silk 
handkerchief abaut then hends. 

In the first-day, of the new year, te inhabitants assembled 
every evening for tho pmpose of danchg ‘Phe women under« 
stood Russian dauces very well, and what was sill more siupns- 
ing, could dance in the Polish fasion, and very passably, even 
Ala Giecque. The music consisted of tluce tiddles, played by 
Kosaks. 4 

I did not sce the Kumtschadde dance hue, bat anung the 
Kosaks of Petiopulowsk, who give it the mefernce, it 19 89, 
indecent, that every modest woman would blusi to be a spec. 
tato, much moe a partner in it, A woman makes the com- 
mencement by stzpping forward into the middle of the Isba, 
and holding a cloth spread out before her ina tansverse divervion, 
She shifts he: feet slowly, mak ng a vaiiety of mohons with her 
hands, head, and body, Ile: head sinks. altcrnutely on one 
shoulda or the ot ser, onher bach o: on her breast — She (acu at 
length advances toa man, and renews this gostscatation clesc be- 
fore hm, which implies as much as so) citing bis hand t> the 
dance. Fe accordingly takes hold of she Cloth in the ¢ ime 
manner, and us'ng fiom his scal, they bh cv umence the distor~ 
tion of all then hmbs together. ‘Lhe woman tune every now 
and then away Hom the man, but renins to "no mptanily again, 
sinking giadually woon ber kaccs, and then bending herself’ back- 
vad with « simla gesticulations the man also im the mean time 
‘alling down and scclunug himself over ha, the dine 1s com 
sluded with the most obsecne gustmes While it Insts, both 
dancers and speititors all sg to ono song, consisting of the 
words wn-kellc, ar -kaget, incessantly .prateds but they have a 
vauiety of such monotonous ditties, adapted to the same species 
of danemg. In some of their dances, they nmitate buds and 
beasts, the man for example representing the male, and the wo- 
ian the female-beat; and som«times dere 14.0 company of these 
imitators, who amuse themselves together, ether miming like 
partiidges, gabbbug hke geese, orm aping somo othe; ammal, 

After a fortmight’s stay at Bolscherezsk, Ma. Billings aud Mr, 
Hall went to Nishue-Kamtschatuk, whie Mi, Beming and Die 
tuned to Petiopat lowsk, which we cached in five days 

On our jowney thither and back, we eape ienecd the mast 
fiiendly treatment fiom the Kamtschack les, who not only enter- 
tamed us with the ttmost cordiality, but made us hberal presents 
of paitiudges, fresh fish, fiozen keta, pusol, hurries, and soots, 
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which me collected in great senhiee fiom the mouse-holes, 
and form one of their principal aliments. 

Th gutumn,,they go into the fields in seach of these roots, 
and as soon as they find hollow ground, by stamping, they dig 
down, and lay open the store-rooms of these ammals, They 


edo not, howevel, empty them entirely, but leave the mice a 


° 


third at least of then provision, probably with a view of not 
diving away such useful creatures. They terrify each other, 
indeed, with the saying, that the mouse which 1s deprived of all 
its sustenance, will hang itself in despair on the next tree; a tale 
Which may perhaps have originated in the circumstance of a 
mouse havmg been entangled by accident in the biahches of a 
tree, and having hung thete till it died. . 

On compaung the present condition of the Kamtschadales, 
and then way of hving, with Kiaschenimkow’'s desciiption of 
them, we find them to have undergone a 1emarkable change. 
They have now almost entisely renounced their forme: super~ 
stilious customs, and submitted to baptism. Jurts, o1 subterra- 
neous dwellings, aie now vanished, and tei: place is every where 
supplied by Russian isbas, The female Kamtscladales have a 
diess fo. holidays very similar to those of the female Kosaks, 
for they wear stomacheis and petticoats, and bind a handkerchief 
round their heads, The abundance of fish, and the facility with, 
whicft they prosure a subsistence, now giown pleasant by habit, 
aie probably the causes why they make no exe tions in agricultine, 
or the bieeding of cattle. tis much more iemakable, that 
thei long and close intercomse witlt the Russians should not 
have given them a little more worldly wisdom; for they continue 
to this moment to barter their sables antl foxes skins for the 
merest tifles, Wath this deficiency m cultivation, they retain, 
However, their good qualities, and are j 1st as good hearted, sin- 
caro, peaceable, obliging, and hospitable as befae ‘Thei pio- 
miment faults arc uncleanliness and idleness. Thieving ia very 
rare, and murder still move 1ae. Some tiavellers charge them 
with the vice of diunkenness, bat L cannot confiim this with my 
teatimony, whatever bal exceptions thre may be, they cannot 
serve asa gencial iule 

Notwithstauding the Kamtschadales 1ave renounced most of 
then forme: superstit ons, they still 1:etam a fim belief m the 
supernatural powers of the schamans, A Kosuk once profited * 
by this credulity to 1egain hiy stolen property in a very mgenious 
inanner. While ona jouincy witi several Kamtschadales, he 
had some of his tobacco stolen from him, aad, after questioning 
every individual separately, he was unable to discove: who was 
the thief. Ie accordingly took some sticks, and making them 
of equal Jengths, gave gnch of them one, with the assu ance, 
that the stick of the thief yould mlal tbly grow longey, By the 
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ower of schamanny. This unpleasant intelligence had suck 
an effect on the smagination of the thef, diit he actually con- 
ceifed tiat his stick dul incicase wm ler gth, and thought to relieve 
himself fiom this dilemma by bieaking a picce off, The next 
moining, every Kamtschadale canymg bac< his slick, the thiof 
was insta ttly discovered. He wis now obliged to cantess the. 
theft, and make iestorition. Lis apology was, thet all his own 
tobaceo being gone, he bul no money to buy more, and could 
not dispense with this necessary. ‘Tobacco was remachably dear 
at that Gime in Kamtschithi, a single pound costing a Iyindred 
rubles; and yet the inhabitants of this place aacuihecd every 
thing to the inch gence of their pission for this miosicating herb, 
Its ordinary price on a fresh supp y ts only tito rubles aud a half. 

Tobacog 1s one of the most Jaciative branches of tade in 
these parts, ayd always finds areacy sale, for there 18 nota ube 
or dahon having any intcreowse with the Russians, which does 
not smoke, chew, rnd take sft The Bats, Jaktts, Koraks, 
Jakug’rens, and Tschukschens, like the song ‘E'shokapian 
tobiceo, and are wt fond of thit which grows an the country of 
Irkutsk. ‘They stoke it wil a nustwe of half sawdust; but 
the i mtschac ales and Aleutians only chew tobacco and take 
snuff, 
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WINTER OCCUPALION ON ROAD EBT SIM ER EM 
BLINGS OF Tit, PARPH, AND LRUPLION OF CHE KLUTS 
ACHEWISH CRATER. —~-BCURVY AMONG LHR MLN 
FQUIPMENS OF IME VESSLL.—DLECRIPITON OF LITE 
BAY AWATSKA.-— TINTS ON tHE FACILITY OF bSlAq 
RLISHING A TRADE FROM KAMIAQHALKA LO TMM 
EASE INDIES. 


Tue winter ufforded usa good opportunity for completing 
what had remained unfinished at Ochoish. We built another 
cntter with six oms of alde:-wood, fetched fiom the banks of 
the Paratunka, at thinty versts distance. We had, indeed, binch- 
vood in the viemity of the harbour, which served tor many useful 

itt poses, bit was not close cnough for vessels of any magnitude. 

, For shal ops\and other small ciaft, however, this wood 19 in 
general uye here, aud always fouid to answer. ‘Phe double- 
built shallop of amtschuthish buch, which was used on the 
first expedition, vot ouly lasted the time required, b tt was afler~ 
wards employed a: a victuallng buge fom Ochotsh to Kamt- 
achatha, Judging from the rebnese of the sod, I should be 
Ancl'ned fo think, that oaks might bemtoduced here by acomns, 
and would thrive remathably well, ~~ 

Or the 25th of Pebruary, we cbserved an evident agitation 
of the eth, which i eely fiequent and strong, owing to its 
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proximity with the volcanic mountain of Awatska; but this was 
the fist of the kind dung ow stay hee, This mountain was 
likewise perfectly quiet, and emitied nothing but smoke ; wlule 
the Hlutschewish summit, on the othe: hand, seut forth, mJanu- 
aty, flames, stones, lava, and a quantity of black sand, with 
which the whole cicumyacent country was covered, 

Captain Billmgs retui sed fiom Nisne-Kamtschatsk at the end 
of.March. By the middle of Apal, our cutter was ina suffi- 
cient state of senciness to receive its tackling and other appur- 
tenances, About this time, the bay of Awatsha became per- 
fectly free fiom the ice which had collected uear its banks dung 
the winter; but the sideward bays, the Rakowoi, Taginskol, 
and Petiopaulowsk ha 0015, continued under ice until the 1st 
of May. . 

Many of our people were afflicted with the scw vythis winter, - 
owing to the want of proper nusiment On the approach of 
spring, the evil gained g ound iather than otherwise; but as soo 
as they had an oppoitun ty of gettg fiesh fish, they mended. 
daily, so that in the begimmg of May they were almost entively 
recoveied. The malmas, heirings, kambalas, and heuschens, 
now came in shoals into the rivers, md the gieen of a species 
of garlic, began to make its appewance. 

Sur vessel bemg perfectly ready for sai ing on the Ist of May, 

Sotr pedple were all assembled on boa d. We brought it out of 
the harbour and anchored at its mouth, 11 expectation of a fa~ 
vourable wind for runing out. I sa led about in the mean time 
for the pucpose of surveying the bay of Awntska, and the twa 
snte bays. Rakowoi is three leagues long, and half a league 
broad; its depth is from G to 13 fathoms, and its bottom 1s 
muddy, The other, Taginskoi, situated on thegnoith-west side 
of the Awatska bay, is five miles in length, and half amie 12 
breadth. [ts north-east bank consists of a nairow mountamous 
promontoiy, which separates it fiom the Awatska bay. lt has 
43 fathom of water im the midcle, which dimmishes as you pro- 
ceed downwaids. Its bottom 1s hkewise muddy. 

The two rivers, Awatska and Paratunka, flow into the nor- 
thert part of Awatskish bay, after 1unmng dowa the mountams 
through several low lands. From the mouth of these rivers 
upwards, there isa diy place half a mile broad; but elsewhere, 
the whole bay is tolerably deep, and would adit of large vessels. 
to he at auchor m 14 fathoms water. ‘The bottom iu the deep- 
est places is muddy,’ but in the shallower paits ig sandy. 

This and the other bays would serve as good anchoimg grounds 
fo: the most numerous fleet. It is truly lamentable, that a hat- 
bour so well formed by natute, should cmain unused. Ina 
short tune it might become qu i nportant station, if our meichants 
paid duo attention to the advantages they could derive fiom tlfir 
tade with China, Japan, and the East Indies. 


‘ a 


70 SARYTSCHEW'S TRAVTLS. 


The bay of Awatska might then be the puincipt t rendecsvoug 
for all vessels going on the cliase, to the Lelands and Auietica, of 
trading to the Enst ‘Indies; for on all the shdies belongit g to 
Russia m this quater, there is nol a secure! and more comma- 
dious place for the mooring of slnps, In this case it would be 
necessary to build warchouses for the merchandise, 

With iegaid to the commodities that might constitute ow 
‘ade with China and Japan, the products of these parts, ine 
dependent of those fiom Russia, would amply sullice, a5 sea. 
beavers, sea-lions, ofters, foxes, mmeveis, and above all the 
fangs of the walrus or river-horse, But the moat important com. 
sere aight be carticd on with train oil and whalebove, when- 
ever proper airangements could be made for catching the whales 
which frequent these seas in vast numbers. Not to mention, that + 
the shoals Gf othe: fish which me to be found in Kamtschatha 
would prove no inconsidaablé somce of advantage when salted 
and dried. 

The conveyence of Last India products into the interio. of 
Russia by the bay of Awatska, might be gicatly facihiated by 
carrying them from heuce in small ciaft to the Aldomish bay, and 
then by the 1iver Maia to the Jakutsk, 

Lf in addition to the advantages resulting from thi trade, x 
colony were taised tere, agriculiine extended, the herding of, 
cattle encom aged, and all sorts of manufactures established, Kamt- 
schatha would in a shoit time rival the greatest pat of nope 
in affluence and culuvation, ‘Tue clunate ia temporate, and tho 
soil prolific in whatever 1s essential foi living. Agricultu ¢ has 
been attended to with tolerable sucecss fo. some time on the river 
Kamtschatka by the upper fortiess, and in the village of Klut. 
schewsk, whicl> is mbhabited by Russian peasants, but with so 
small a number of Jaboucis the piog) ess is not visible, 

Provisions for the military me imported fiom Ochotsk. A 
pood of rye-flower (about forty pounds), costa tha gover ment 
Sdollars 75 hopeks, The tschetwoik (360 pounds) of buck- 
wheat and balay grits, six wubles. Potatous, which have been 
introduced here about 10 yeus, thive very well, and ircicase 
particulaily in Bolsche e7sk, where tho greatest cme 1s taken of - 
them. [t is aleo very certain, that thx and linen mnght he pros 
duced here, which would be cheaper than what is imported, tho 
coarsest of whizh is sold at 70 kopoks, orn dolla, « — Gd.) a yard, 

The spiits here ae extracted fama sweet herb, aul ao 
eae ly offensive both in taste and smell, They cust 40 rubles 
a pail. 

opper money is scarcely known in Kamtschatka, <tlver com 
only bemg im uses but small notes or assignations me beginning 
to-get introduced, pe 

“END oF Vout, or SARYTECHEW’S TRAVELS. 
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